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4 n Hat Preparation for Chriſt is neceſſary, be- 
* MM \ fore the Soul can be United to him by 
Be Faith, is an undoubted Truth. He came 


not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 


Wepertance, Men muſt be convinced of their be- 


ing Sinners, or they will not be in bitterneſs for 


it: Sin muſt be bitter to them, or they will not 
 Eorlake it. As long as they love their fins, it is 

impoſſible, that they ſhould believe on Chriſt, 
$70h.5. Nor will they come to Chriſt for Righ- 
Weoulneſls, and Life, except they have an humbling 
enſe of their own unrighteouſneſs, Ro.10.3. Theſe 
are Truths which cannot be denied. But whe- 
cher there is any preparatory Work, which is fa- 
ing before Faith, has been controverted among 
Divines. My Learned Tutor,(whom for honour's 
Fake I mention) Mr. Norton (once a Famous 
Teacher in Boſton) in his f Orthodox Evangel iſt 
has Elaborately proved the Negative, with whom 
Ihe Worthy Author of the Enſuing Diſcourſe does 


SFoncur. It has been an Error (and a Tyranicat = 


one) in ſome Preachers, that they have made theig 
own particular experiences a Standard for all o- 
thers. When as God is pleaſed to uſe a great va- 
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T e READER KM. 
Converſion as to the ſubſtance of it, is the ſame in Mr. 7 
all, that are brought into a State of Salvation. a 

Some have experienced ſuch terrors, and diſtreſ en 
of Conſcience, as others have not been acquainted uca 
with, who nevertheleſs are true Believers on hat v 
Chriſt, To that Queſtion, hat meaſure of pra- vou 
$aratory Work. is necgſſary to Converſion * Mr Nor-Wgny, 
ton anſwers judiciouſſy, As the greateſt meaſur f jeir | 
has no neceſſary connexion with Salvation, ſo the at, 
Leaſt meaſure. puts the Soul into a preparatory capa-Wha to 
city, or Minifterial next diſpoſition to the recerving 7 w 
of Chrift, There is not the like degree of humilia- ey 


tion in all thoſe, that are Converted, for ſome feel ag,” 
greater meaſure of trouble, others a leſſer, but ally an 
that are truly Converted, are humbled: Nor can 


it be determined how long a man muſt be held 
under fears and terrors, before he is truly Con-Whey. 
verted, To affirm, that men muſt be ſo many pe 
years or months under a ſpirit of bondage, be- 
fore they can believe on Chritt, is contrary toe ,, 
dhe experience of many Pious Souls, and to theſſer + 
Scriptures. The preparatory work of the Con- 
verts mentioned in the Sacred Writings, was not 
of long continuance. That ſuper-eminent Di-Hreat 
vine Dr. Thomas Goodwin * obſerves, That a maiWhem 
may be held too long under John Baptiſt's Water anne 
and that ſome have urged too far, and -infiſted too the 
much on that, as preparotory, which includes the aver 
beginning of true Faith. Such Authors as haveWoy zh 
:aflerted, that men cannot be ſincere Converts, ex Hhelel 
cept they have been ſome conſiderable time un-Mreat 
dier great legal terrors, have cauſed groundleß 
fears, and perplexity in the minds of many gra- 
* Orthod. Hoang: | FR 181. at 4 
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„ ous Souls, for the Relief of whom; Reverend | 
ne in r. Firmin Publiſhed an Excellent Book, Enti- 
tion. ed, The Real Coriftian. Very often the Chil- 7 
ſtreß gen of Godly Parents, who have had a Religious 
inted WH ucation, and been kept from all ſcandalous fins, 
s Oat wound and waſte the Conſcience, have been q 
fv oured with an Eaſy, as. well as with an Early 2 
„ onverſion: The ſeed of Grace has ſprung, up ih 
af: «7 Weir hearts, they know not hom. Ma. 4. 27. So as ; 
0 theo at, altho' they can ſay, as the blind man reſto- | 
cap d to his ſight did, One thing I know, that where- | 
$201.38 1 was blind, now I ſee, yet the particulir time, 
ili ey cannot account for. / is ( fays Mr. Nor- 
cel n) * our duty to bleſs God, that me are Convert- 
=, and not groundleſiy to afAitt our ſelves about the 
Mme 4 oar Converſion. And he cites Mr. Pemble, 
Whole words are; Jo tell the month, day, or hour, 
Verein they were Converted, is in moſt Converts 
many poſſible ;, in all, of exceeding difficult obſervation, . 


„ be-! I deny not, but tha time may be in ſome, of ſen- 
ry tog; hey; i That Eminent Man of God, Mr. Bax- 
to theſſſer f relates, that he was once at a Meeting of 

Con- any Chriſtians, as eminent for Holineſs, as moſt 
545 wi the Land, of whom divers were Miniſters of 
1 1 


Feat Fame, and it was deſired, that every one of 
hem would give an account of the time, and 
lanner of his Converſion, and there was but one 
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ted toi them all, that could do it. And, ( fays he,) 

des the aver from my heart, that I neither know the da, 

'S have the year, when I began to be ſincere. Never- 
rts,c:Wheleſs, for the moſt part, they that have been 1 
ne un- great Sinners, are not Converted without dread- J 
undleß Wil Terrors of Conſcience. Our great Hooker, 


ny Sr * Ubi ſupra: p. 162. 4 
1 4 Of Infant-Baptiſm, P. 129, &. 33. "i 
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(of whom Dr. Goodwin favs, 71 if any Man; 3 5 
in this Age, came in the Spirit of John Baptiſt, 

| Hooker was the Man) his Doctrine will be 

found a fad truth, viz.. That as for groſs, and ſcan- 


Way 
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EA dalons Sinners; God uſually exerciſes them with hea- ” 
. breakings of heart. before they are bro't to Chrift.i ohn 
= Eſpecially it is ſo, if the Lord intends to make 4 
uſe of them in great Services for his Name. Saul 
| ( afterwards Paul ) had a terrible Converſion, al- e, 
tho” he was not long in the pangs of the New- 'S 8 
birth. The like has been noted of Luther. Fa- 
mous Mr. Rogers * of Dedham had been very ex- 
travagant in his Youth. Mr. Richard Rogers of 
Meat hergield, who was his Kinſman, helpt to 5 
maintain him at the Univerſity, where he Sold ee 
His Books, and ſpent the Mony, ſo that his Kinf Frs 
man and Patron would have utterly caſt him off, Per 
Had not the entreaties of a near Relation pre- 
vailed with him, to try him once again. hen: 
he ſaw what a wonderful change Converting 
Grace had made in his young Kinſman, he would) j 
often ſay, I will never deſpair of a man for John erh 
Roger's'ſake. God deſigned, that this very Un- 
godly Youth, ſhould be made a great Inſtrument 
of Glory to his Name, and of good to many off 
His Ele&. He was bruiſed to purpoſe under the 
hand of the Almighty. Great were the terrors 
of his Soul for ſome time, when he would get a- en 
lone under buſhes in the Field, praying, & crying The 
to God for mercy. When he was Converted, ane 
*tis thought he was an Inſtrument of Converting F'? 
pore Sonls, than any one Miniſter In, Logs 
He was inſpired with an extraordinary zeal; 
| nien on Als 2.37, +) > 
. Furmin's Real Chriſtian, / 
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Mins - _* To the REA DER. ix 
way of delivering himſelf in his Sermons, which 
any other Man would have been Ridiculous, 
| ſcan. fut in him was very becoming, and awful ; 
Phich made Biſhop Brownrig fay to Mr. Ward, 
Pr if, ohn Rogers wif! de more good with his wild note, 
an we ſhall do with all our ſet Muſick. But this 
God's uſual Method, with ſuch of his Ele&, as 
n, al- Nave fallen into great Sins; he brings them home 
New- I great Terrors For the Confirmation of 
Fa- his, I might have inſtanced in Mr. Bolton, whoſe 
ry ex- xcellent Books have made him famous in thge 
ers of Thurch of God. Before his Converſion he was 4 
pt to Pery Wicked He loved Stage-Plays, Cards and 
Sold Dice; was an horrible Swearer, Sabbath-break- 
Kinf. r, a Boon Companion, that neither Loved God, 
m off, Dor Good Men; he hated Puritanical Preaching. 
1 pre- Hearing the fame of Mr. Perkins, he went to 
hen 28 to hear him Preach, and having hear 
ertinel dim, ſaid, he was a Barren Empty Fellow, and @ © 
would ing mean Scholar. This Man, after his Con- 
John verſion, was an Eminent Saint, and a ſucceſsfuF 


y Un- liniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. But the manner of. 
iment Dis Converſion was terrible. His Sins were ſo 
ny ol Heavy upon him, that he Roared for anguiſh of 
er the heart, would ſometimes riſe out of his Bed in the 
errors night for very anguiſh of ſpirit; and to aug- 
get a- ment his miſery, he was afflicted with grievous 


vine temptations, horribilia de Deo, terribilia de nde. 
Tying 7 | 
alen Theſe heart-piercing ſorrows continued for ma- 
ting Months. They iſſued in a ſound Converſion. 
land; & here have been ſome, who have maintained, 
5 ad That a man is not ſufficiently prepard for Chriſt, 
9 1 
except he Le brought to that paſs, as out of re- 
 FiTpeRt n the Will and Glory of God, to be con- 
% n to be Damned Evernaly. An horrid afferti- 
- On 
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* To the RE A D E R. W 
on juſtly diſclaimed by the Author of thisggat d 
- Diſccurſe, and refated by the * Orthodox Evan Ide 1 
" gelift, yet there are ſome unhappy Paſſages of gh 
that nature, in a Book of Humiliation, Which Hhncer 
goes under Mr. Hooker's Name, by which, incre- Mr. 
dible wrong has been done to that great Au- eſſes 
thor. It may be, it will be to the ſatisfaction of 
ſome Readers, to ſee what Dr. Goodwin has wris 
ten concerning Mr. Hooker's Books, about pre- 
paration for Chriſt, who, in his Epiſtle prefixed 
to Mr. Hooker's Sermons on Act. 2. 37. has theſe 
words; There has been publiſhed long fince many 
parts, and pieces of this Author, upon this Argu- 
ment, Sermon-wiſe, preached by him, here in Eng- 
land, yet having been taken by an Vnshilfjul Hand, painf 
which upon his receſs into thoſe remoter parts of the Hr. 7 
torld, was bold, without his privity or conſent to the 
Print, and Publiſh them (one of the greateſt inju- Mor at 
ries that can be done to any Man) it came to paſs Wb the 
His genuine meaning, and this in points of ſo high a Hrath 
mature > and in ſome things differing from the com- re, C 
n on Opinion, was diverted in thoſe printed Ser- Mey a 
mons, from the fair, aud clear draught of his own an 
Notions, and intentions, becauſe ſo utterly defarm-ſin, t 
ea, and miſrepreſented in multitudes of paſſages, pas, f 
and in the Reſt, but imperfectly, and crudely ſet Mot n 
forth. That which the Doctor ſays is a ſufficient Mnlig 
Vindication of the Renowned Name of Mr. ght 
F _ Hooker, from the Reflections caſt upon him, on Want 
| the account of ſome crude expreſſions in thoſe Pod, 
l Books pretended to be his, which were never 
Printed with his allowance. The like is to be 
Aid with reference to ſome pallages: in Mr. 
Shepards Sincere Convert, which have occaſioned . 


cb. 7+ P. 151. 
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_ thisggeat diſquietment in ſome Godly Minds, and 

- U.2- Ide them afraid to believe on Chriſt; when 

es of) Reply ſenſible of their miſery without him. 

raich pncerning which Book Mr. Shepard in a Letter 

acre-ug Mr. Firmin, Dated December 27. 1647. * Ex- 

t Au. eſſes himſelf thus; That which is called the Sin- 
re Convert, I have not the Book; J once ſaw it, 
was a Cellect ion of ſuch Notes in à dark Town. 

England, which one procuring of me, publiſhed 

i without my Will or Privity ;, nor do 1 like to 
theſe e it. He that publiſhed it, confeſſeth it came out 

many tered from what was firft written. . 

Len- It is uſual with New Converts to be moleſt- 

Eng- A with fears leſt they have committed the Sin 

Tad, gainſt the Holy Ghoſt. I am far from being of 

of the Pr. Tillotſon's Opinion, who ſuppoſeth, that none 

ent ton theſe Days are, or can be guilty of that Sin, 

. or any beſides thoſe, who were Eye-witneſles 

pas t the Miracles wrought by our Saviour Chriſt; 

ha rather Concur with Dr. Collings, whoſe words 
 Con- re, Give me leave to ſpeak my fears, I profeſs 
Ser- ey are my thoughts, my ſad thoughts, that we live - 

5 own is an Age as full of perſons, that have ſinned that 

far 1 n, that ſhall never be forgiven, as any Age ever 

ac, ace our Lord was on the Earth. Are there 
bot many in our Days, who having been once 

Inlightened, have not only ſinned againſt the 

Isht of their Education, but are become malig- _ 

ant haters of thoſe Holy Truths, and Ways of 

Pod, in which they were initiated, and malici- 

Wus perſecutors of all ſach, as profeſs the true 

DE nd pure Goſpel ? Do not ſuch fin wilfully after 

- Whey have received the knowledge of the Truth? 


+ See the Real Chriſtian. p. 2 1 
Diſcourſe of Providence. P. 59 
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And have they not done deſpite to the Spirit (+ 4 


Grace? As for ſuch as are troubled wie 
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'groundleſs fears of their having been guilty oF 
Har Sin, The Reverend - Author of the Dil. 
courſe Emitted herewith, has therein offere:Þ 
that, which may eaſe and ſatisfy their diſquiſ 


 feted Conſciences. Mr. Baxter notwithſtandin: 


the Diſpute which had been between him ang 
Mr. Tombs about Pædo-Baptiſm, after tha 
wrote a Commendatory Epiſtle before a Learn 


ed Book of Mr. Torfbs's againſt the Papiſts. 
It is known, that in ſome points (nos 


Fundamentals in Religion) 1 differ from thiß 

Þeloved Author; Nevertheleſs, oY when there 

was a difference of Opinion between Jeronſime; 
and Auftin ) Ferom ſaid for all that, I canno ight 
but love Chrift in Auſtin; ſo.do I fay toncerX 1 
ning my Brother Stoddard. And I pray thi P, 
Lord to bleſs this, and all his holy Labours e!“ 
for the Converſion, and Salvation of many off der 
God's Ele. rk ( 


Ter eaſe Mather, 0 A e ur 
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Preface. 


HE. Work of Regeneration being of ab- 


( noÞ 22 neceflity unto Salvation, it 
eatly concerns Miniſters” eſpecially, ' * 
there * ways poſſible to promote the 
Jeronſme; and in Ae SI they guide Souls 
Cannog ficht who are under a work of Preparation ' 
— me there be that do deny any nece ED of. 
| x ze Preparatory work of the Spirit of G 


rder to a cloſing with Chritt, this is a. = 
rk Cloud, both as it is an evidence that fi 
1 den have not the experience of that work in 
heir own Souls; and as it is a ſign that ſuch 
Men are utterly unskilful in guiding others that 
te under this work: if this Opinion ſhould pre- 
1 E jail in the Land, it would give a deadly wound 
7 d Religion, it would expoſe men to think 
#hemſelves Converted when” they are not: if 


| delight, 7, 1 
A oo, they il ſay 
4 re not of the rok kind; for men muſt ſee 
ee of anode hs hearts, their w_ te 


15, 
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i neſs, and that they are like Clay in the hand » acts b 


* 9 


wil be afraid, and be ſearching of themſelves ; fhyin 
but if they do not know any neceflity of pre- m 
-paration, they will take the firſt appearances of tion 
..B Holmes for Holineſs; and if they find religi - engel. 
codus affections in themſelves, they will grow Fore 
cConfident that” God has wrought a good work e 
in them. It would likewiſe expoſe them to 
doulfter up others in a falſe confidence: a man 
that knows there muſt be a work of preparati- 
on, will be careful how he encourages others 
| Chat they are in Chriſt, he will enquire how 
W- Sod has made way for their receiving of Chriſt ; i 
but another that is a ſtranger to it, will be rea- 
Ady to take all for gold that gliſters, and if he 
ſees men. religiouſly diſpoſed, will be ſpeaking | 
We Peace to them ; he will be like the falſe Pro- e 
n faying, peace, peace, when there rs no peace i 
0 men will-be hardned, it is a diſmal thing to Y 
= give men fleepy notions ; and make them ſleep 
che ſleep of death. IN, Er 
be truth of. this Opinion is much to be 
ſuſpected from what has been left on Record to 
dhe contrary, by Hilderſbam, Perkins, Dod, Sibbs, © 
= Bains, Dike,Ball;Prefton, Hooker, Shepard, Norton, & 3 
1 others of the like Stamp, whoſe judgment 
WW 3n. matters of this nature does. outweigh the th. 
= judgment of thouſand of others, though other- 
Wife Learned men: but befides this, there is a 


= great deal of light held fofth in the Word of 


| the Porter, before they come to Chriſt, and fo Mp. 


Wo God in this matter. IL will nat argue from I/. fre 1 
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N el. being led by «Moſes the Law-giver out — 
pe through 4 land of pits and drought,, end fie- 
i flying Serpents, before they were brought into 
aan by Foſhua : Nor from the Legal Diſpen- 


$4 22 
row] 
pre- 


es of £ tion of the Covenant of Grace — * the E- 
eligi- Wengelical : Nor from John Baptiſts being ſent as 
grow Forerunner of Chriſt to 3 the way of the 
work Herd: Nor from the Parable of the Prociga, 


n to ing in want, and becoming a Servant ef 4 Ci 
man en of the Country before he returned to his Fa 
rati- 0 er: Nor from the Dry Bones being in à diſ- 
thers 1c Þonfolace condition, before God put life into 


how hem: theſe things may better de made uſe, of 
riſt; 1 Iuftrations than Proof. 
rea- But there are other Scriptures which. hold — 
7 be Prth, that there muſt be PREPARATION 
king — before dur Cloſing with him: it does 


ear by INSTANCES recorded in the Serip- 
one is of Paul, Act: 9. 4, 5. he was tet - 
e in way of preparation to. bis receiving 
Sa 0 F Chriſt, and about the fame time 9 

che unde of his own 


2 N 
** 


be Nm. 7: 9. . S CW 9 
10 29. 30,31. he was greatly ſcared, he thould, | 
bbs, fall ſhort of Salvation; cad ens have fuch- 
„& * Fata : | 

ent 1 2 
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| % tap are near the! Kingdom of God, and others. 
4. ern: Mar Ae th 34. this ſhews that 
I ET 8 ſome 
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ſome men are in a more prepared way, an! Ext 
more hopeful to receive it tam others: So tha this 
Joctrine that ſome are not in a preſent i incapaci. ] 

to come to Chrift, becauſe under the power 1 0 Tore 

4 carnal deſgn: Joh. 5. 44. this ſhews that mei Nighte 

muſt be broken off from their carnal deſign dener 
before they come to Chriſt: ſo the doctrine o t of 

the difficulty of etting into 4 ſtate of Salvation et 5 

Au. 7. 13. Luke 13. 24 this ſhews that there et tl 

de many difficulties in the way of Converſion ;3& 3. 

and chat by friv ing they may get into a nearet den 
Preparedaeſs for faith. > fe 

-* -vIt alſo by that PROPHBSY of o n, 

Saviour, where it is foretold that God will firſt heir 
pr e men; and then bring chem to chriſt, 5 Fence 

8. here it is/foretold what method the F fo: 
rit will take with men; he will not reveal the ſatior 

Righteouſneſs of Chrif to men in the'firſt place; oft 1 

but” in order to this, he convinces them of ſin, cou 

makes them fee their danger and miſerable con- Ehrit 
dition : ſtrſt he ſearches their wound, and then had 
applies the femedy: It a alſo, by the par- Seve: 

rio ay application of the Calb of abe Goſpel to te öf C 

tht” are prbpared Sometimes the Call is pro- 

| pounted generally vo all, but at ontier times it is 
propvutided to' ſuch as are in diſtreſs. [: Ive 
by reaſon of their ſins ; that ſee themſelves miſe- Fran 
rable and undone. «Mat. 11. 28. Ia. 55. t. Rev. if 

22: 17. the Call is applied particularly to theſe, 1 ea, 

as being in the next capacity to give entertain- Ver 
ment unto it? intimating the condition that fte 

wen mut be in hefoos they” do 8 bs. | * 10 
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y, ant EXPERIENCE alſo gives conſiderable light 
o tha this matter: we learn by: experience, that 
apaci. Sens hearts are generally ſet for carnal things 

wer fore they are terrified, and for their own- 
mes —— before they ſee their own hearts. 
1 enerally e 

ne offs of God in them, don't much mind Eter- # 


vation. at Things; if they be not rude and vicious, 
there } t they are worldly, vain and proud. Eph. 
ion; , 3: And ſuch convinced finners as have not 
earerf led into the under ſtanding of their hearts, . 


bet to build up a righteouſneſs of their 
n, they are taking incouragement from 
| firſt Meir frames, with a neglect of Chriſt. Expe- 
oh. 1 ence alſo ſhews that many men highly reputed 
LY gf for Religion, have had a work of prepa- 
Uthe ation. Many men that have a ſpecial inte- 
ace; ęeſt in the hearts of others, can give a fair 
Fin, Iccount how they have been prepared for 
con- hriſt: and many Profeſſors that have not 
then ad ſuch experience have not proved well. 
par- ſeveral that have had ſome lighter touches 
thoſe of Conviction, though they have made a blaze 
pro- while, yet have proved themſelves carnal , 
it is 0 en at laſt; or at leaſt have rendred them- | 
Ireſs elves much ſuſpected. Many that have been 
liſe- 8 rangers to the work of preparation, have 
Rev. ckt their credit at laſt. Mat. 1 3. 20, 2. 
ele, : 4 ea, many Godly People do know that they 
ain-⸗ "were Hypocrites, and never ſaw Chriſt, till 
hat 4 Teer they had a work of Humiliation : they - | 
. now they were not godly, though they have 
PE- | B3 ions 
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Nature canndt give a demonſtration of it: ſor 


Law, mans Inſufficiency, and God's Soveraignty : 


a moral way, ſets Convictions before him. Men 


| þ don them; ſo does God. Beſides, it is the di- 


6+ . The'P REFACE 9 
affections, enlargements and encouragements; it (ji F chi 
was all common work, and they had no ſpark $454, 
of grace in them; their Religion was but the to 
fruit of nature improved. Rom. . 9. Vea, this or ++ 


is exceeding agreeable to RE ASON ; the light of if pd hi 


it is a voluntary diſpenſation; there is no neceſ- leore 
ſity in nature of any preparation before the in- 
fuſion of GRACE. Chriſt changed the Water 
into Wine, and raiſed the Dead to Life, without hey 
any previous preparation; ſo he can do in this c 
caſe. The work of preparation does not make ey o 
the work of the new Creation the eaſier ; for n ++ 
after men have a work of preparation, fin reigns Morat! 
in them as much as before; preparation does pt 
not at all deſtroy the principle; & men when r he 
prepared, can do nothing to help God in plant- Arivet 
ing Grace in them: and men that are not pre- Hetp! 


'” 
- . 


F pared, can do nothing to binder God in implan- . 7 
ting Grace: but yet it is very agreeable to rea- v Ar 


ſon, that the Spirit do work a work of prepara- . fon 
tion, before it does infuſe Grace: for it is the feed: 
duty of Mini ſters to preach ſuch things to Sin- 
ners, as are proper to work this preparation; 
they are bound to preach the threatnings of the ni 


Yea, the manner of God is to deal with men, af- 
ter the manner of men. Man is a rational 
Creature, and therefore God deals with him in 


would make Enemies ſubmit, before they par- 
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6 caſion that they have to come to Chriſt: if 
make 1 ey don't ſee themſelves liable to Wrath, how 


3, for In they come to Chriſt to ſave them from 
"1805 Wrath ; as long as they imagine that they can 
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N 


vrhen 


one. Er belp: men can't truſt in Chriſt alone, till 
mu . ven out of themſelves; they cannot come a 


Pre- Metpleſs and undone; until they ſee themſelves 
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lp themſelves, they will not come to Chriſt 


And ſeeing there is ſuch a work of preparati- 
# foregoing mens Cloſing with Chriſt, it muſt » | 
izeds be of great conſequence for awakened 

Sinners to be guided aright under this work. 
r men have the beſt Guides, yet they may 

iſcarry, but undoubtedly many do periſh for 

ant of ſuitable help; ſome after they have 
en in trouble a while,do grow diſcourag ed, under 
pprehenſions that their ſeeking will be in 
Fain, and fo leave off endeavouring after a 
ZEonverted Eſtate. Some wander up and down 


Wa in the Wilderneſs, until they dye: they |} 
2 "EM 1 can- 


1000 perſwade them that the bitterneſs of Deathly 


Wy Thoſe therefore whoſe buſineſs it is to'Þ to 


i | their own heurts , It they _ not experience, 1 | 


up with vain hopes of being in a fiate of 


Mien ſhould not fatisie themſelves with other 2 
points of learning, but labour after that that "S$ 


to this end. 


The. PREFACE. 7 tk 
uiet in a way of ſin, neither can! Jt y po 
they find- way of deliverance ; 5 and many uy at d 
others, after a little trouble are comforted. un 3 1 
der à notion of being at peace with GodW 
Vnskilful Chyrurgeons make a palliate cure, and ke 5 
is paſt : multitudes of Souls periſh through 85 ; 
the ignorance of thoſe that ſhould guide them th 
in the way 10 Heaven: men are nouriſhed V hate 
0 
Salvation, before they are got half the way A hg 
to Chriſt. 1 bt m. 


lead Souls to Chriſt, had need furniſh them- 
ſelves with skill and underſtanding to han- 
dle wounded Conſciences in a right manner, 
that they may be ſerviceable to them in their 
diſtreſſes s who would venture his Ship with 
an unskilful Pilot? Who would venture his 
wounded Body with an Unskiltul Chyrurge- 
on? Who 3 wilkngly put his diſtreſſed 3 

Soul into the hands of an Unskilful Miniſter? % 


Jrecti 


Th. 
. of 


It n 


m 5 


they may ſpeak wordt in SEASON to every one 
that is weary : that as M.ſes ſaid to his Fa- 
ther-in-law, thev may be inſtead of eyes to them 
e are in the Wilderneſs. tk 

- There are two things ſpecially ſerviceable Th 


- One 1s, that they get experience of this ok in 1 
, they 


rien 5 
er Can 7 will be but blind guides; they will be in 
mam at danger to entertain falſe notions concern- 
a un a Work of Converſion : they will be inclina-" 
Log to think, that there is not ſo much neceſſa- 
* and as is in order to Converſion; they are in 
Death nger to be deceived with pretences of mens 
roughly ing delivered from their own righteouſneſs, 
them th ſhews of humiliation, faith” and love. 
Med Whatever Books men have read, there is great 
te of ed of experimental knowledge in a Miniſter; 
way Many particular things will occur that he will 
Mt meet withal in Books: it is a great calami- 
$ to to wounded Conſciences, to be under the 
— Hrection of an unexperienced Miniſter. 


mer „ The other is, to be acquainted with the obſerva- 
their "For: of thoſe who have travelled much in this work : 
with a man have experience in his own Soul, that 
his Will not reach all caſes that may come before 
rge- m; there is great variety in the workings 
ſled Ache Spirit, and in the workings of mens 
* Hearts under the convictions of the Spirit; 
and men that have had to do with many 
that Souls in their diſtreſſes, may afterward meet 
de ich ſuch difficulties as may puzzle them 
Very much; therefore it is ot great uſe to 
8 the knowledge of the obſervations of 
hoſe who have had to do with great va- 
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ble Hety of caſes, whereby they may get a 
Urger Underſtanding how to manage them- 
ves, when things are difficultly circum- 
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Ibis ſmall Treatiſe, com 
deſire of ſome Tounger Miniſters, is offered 
to the conſideration ot ſuch as do deſire to 
be further inſtructed in the right way of 


3 ; Author ſhall be hereby the inſtrument of 
4 count his Labour well beſtowed. 


poied upon the | | 


dealing with diſtreſſed Souls: and if the 
the Salvation of any periſhng Souls, he ſhall} 


uiries 
dt thi 
netho⸗ 
. 
pre 
202411 
dies 


Directions 


How to guide Souls through 
the Work of 


Converſion. 


HEN a "RET wounded in 
Spirit, does apply himſelf ... 
unto a MINISTER of the 
Goſpel for Counſel, it 3s 
profitable, after ſome En- 

uiries concerning the time, means and degree 

t their Convictions and Terrors to uſe. this 

method with him. 

1. To confirm and eftabliſh him more in the 

prehenſions of the dangerouſneſs of 4 Natural 

ondition : ſhewing him that every man 

lies in a State of Nature, will certainly. be 

damned, that a State of Damnation is intolle- 

able, that the continuance of his opportunities, 
or deliverance is very uncertain; for there is, 
danger that if his convictions be not cheriſhed, 
hey may by degrees wear off: many mens ter- 
ours are but mort liv'd : "oy harden their 

* hearts 


ns 


__ 


* 
# 
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| | hearts by company, clogging themſelves with} ged, 

= _ worldly buſineſs, and their natural diſpoſition i | 

0 to flatter themſelves. F 
. 2. To incourage him to be in the uſe vf means, 


. 
! 


9 
= 
_ 
. 


in order to his Converſion : for if they have not} 
F 74 hapes of obtaining mercy; either they will not] 
= ſeek after it, or they will do it in ſuch a care- 
_— leſs & dull way that it will come to nothing: 
Sad leads men through the whole work of 
* partly by fear, and partly by hope. 
| f they run into either extream, to have feat 
mm without hope, or hope without fear, they areWelires 
| * like a Ship that goes beſide the Channel, and 
I; is in danger to be broken to pieces; a mixture E 
of fear and hope makes men diligent :- they 
may be incouraged from ſuch conſiderations as 
theſe: that God has provided a glorious-way of 
Salvation through Chriſt, that all that do be- 
tlieve in him ſhall be ſaved; that there is an 
infinite Ocean of mercy in che heart of God; 
that God has had compaſſion on many greater 
FJnuners than they, that the day of grace is not 
vet gone; that God is now ſtriving with 
them by his Spirit, which is many times the 
R of: Converſion. 
3. To direſt him what courſe to take at pre- 
ſent: As, 
1. Daily to ſeek God in ſecret. As this is 2 
_ duty, ſo a ſpecial means to cheriſh the moti- 
ons of Gods Spirit in his heart: if this be 
neglected; it would be no wonder it- his Con- 
Victions ſhould dye away; he is allo to be o 
Teck. 
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with Fe&ed, not to content himſelf in putting up 


8. 
% 


þ Phyſician if he were fick: this is a way to 
ep him from wandring thoughts in Prayer, 
d further to affect his own Soul with his con- 
e- tion. Iſa. 55. 6. Seck ye the Lord while he may 
found. | | 3 

2. To Reform his Life, and not to indulge 


ition me good requeſts to God, but he ſhould open 
Ws caſe plainly before God, as he would do to 


= EE 
: Oy, N * 
n 


%* 
E % 
3 
- 
= 
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pe. {Wimlſelf in any fins of Omiſſion or Commiſſion: 


any external ſms, nor m ſinful thoughts or 
leſires ; neither in ſinful actions, nor in doing 
ood actions in a finful manner: Men that are 
zeking Salvation, muſt not allow themſelves to 
o on in a way of Damnation: that terror is 
ot ſufficient that will ſuffer men to live an 
nreformed Life : if men be thoroughly ſcared, 
hey will dread doing what wounds their Con- 


ill be overcome, Luke 13. 10, 12, 14. 

3. To lay himſelf open to the Convittions of the 
$p3rit. Sometimes men are deſirous to be con- 
inced and terrifed, but not 185 much, they 
would over-rule their Convictions as to time 


he hand of the Chyrurgeon, ſo ſhould they in 
he hand of the Spirit, when it pleaſes him, and 
as much as it pleaſes him, not ſhutting their eyes 
gainſt the light, Joh. 3. 20. 55 
After the awakened Sinner has been uſing 

5 „8 * 


— 
2 


[ciences ; fear of Hell will make men afraid of 
; if they be thoroughly wounded, thoſe . | 
emptations that formerly carried them away 


ind degree; but as a Patient leaves himſelf in 


5 3 
* va, 


u Cuitle to brit. 
means awhile, he oftentimes gives an arcotyt oe 2. 
eme ALTERATION he finds ſome affeQtilg.:-:. 
ons, ſorrow for ſin, delight in Sabbaths, love toi. 
the People of God, love to reading of thy 
'Scripture:: What is to be ſaid to him in thi 
Caſe? | | 
1. Fe is to be told, that he muſt not reſt ii 
Eaſe, but labour after healing. It a Wiſe man by 
applying Plaifters to a Sore be delivered fro 
much of the anguiſh that he was in, he will 
1 mot ſatisſie himſelf with that, and give over the 
aſe of means, leaſt the anguiſh ſhould retur 
Again; ſo the Sinner had need be careful that 
dhe don't ſatisfie himſelf in the eaſe of his Con 
= ſcience, but muſt get it healed by the application; 
„ebe Blocd of Jeſus Chriſt. 
2. It is extreamly dangerons to tell him, th: : 
de is hopeful that God has put the ſeeds of Grace int 
bim. There is not one in a thouſand but doe; 
experience ſuch religious affections long before 
be is Converted ; theſe religious affections ar; 
I _ nothing elſe but the workings of ſelt-love an 
natural conſcience ; natural Conſcience diſcc 
_ vers the danger of ſm, and fomewhat of th4 
baſeneſs of it, hence he is ſorry for it; the mai 
=  conceives ſome hope that by praying, reading 
c. he ſha} get Salvation, hence he delights ie 
them; the man hopes that he has accepted off 
Vo, hence he has Jome affections to him; and 
1 if a Miniſter does but ſpeak encouragingly iſ 
if the man were Converted, he lays a foundati 
on for his ruin; for he is in great danger tc 
a in with the flattery. . 


by. - : 
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3. He is to be warned againſt a e 
$$:rit. Men are exceeding ready to think that 
Heir good works and religious s will abate” 


em, and have mercy on them; they are proud 
their Services, ignorant of the Righteouſneſs of 


Mey think God cannot love them, unleſs they: 
e lovely; and that he cannot but love them 


ote upon their own righteouſneſs, Rom. 10. 3. 
ey go about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs a 
herefore the man is to be warned againſt this, 
Ind light is to be held forth to him, to con- 
ince him of the inſufficiency thereof. 


5 be eſtabliſhed in his miſtake. 


errow for fix, and love to God and Feſus Chrijt.? 


Feart of God and aſſwage his anger, they com- 
monly take a great deal of pains in order there- 


4 


viſt, and of the freedom of Gods mercy; 


they be lovely, and ſo they are ready to 


4. He may be put upon to examine theſe af. 
oftions, whether they be not in hypocriſie; ank 
Wn; may be given to him, whereby he may diſ-—- 
ern them to be fo; but there had need be 
Freat care that the ſigus be ſound, and warranted 
y the Word of God; otherwiſe he is in danger 


Anſw. 1. If their terrors are great, they are g 
2ady of themſelves to labour to do this, from 
ſelferighteous Spirit; that they may win the 


o, that they may work up gracious qualificati- 
ons in themſelves; they ſet ſpiritual confide- ; 
| $f BE rati- 


, 6.4 


Pe fierce anger of God, and incline God to pit, 


Queſt. 1. Are Sinners that are awakened to be 
irected to labour to work up their heart to ſincer- 
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rations before themſelves, read and hear, an 


uſe all the methods that are in their power, ta 


enliven their own hearts. y 

2. It is a preſumptuous thing for them to ftrin 
for this, for it is impoſſible for them to wor 
up ſuch things in their own hearts; they ar 
dead in fins, and cannot ſanctify themlelves 


no principle that they have, will produce fuc 


an effect; fear will not make them do it, the 
fear of Hell cannot make men hate ſin. more 
than Hell: Self-love will not make them love 
God above themſelves : they cannot by Cunſide- 
ration work any ſuch effect upon their hearts, 


for they don't under ſt and ſpiritual things En 
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couragements will not make them do it, for it in 
beyond their power: Reſolutions will be inet- 
te&ual, they may as eaſily remove Mountains 
as to do this; therefore it is they {ſhould no 
ſtrive to work their own hearts to it. 

3. There can be no benefit of ſuch direction 
but only this, that they may find by experience 
their own Inability; that after they have done 
their utmoſt, they may by their experience un- 
derſtand their own helpleſsneſs : it is the duty 
of men to love God, and to repent of ſin; and it is 
the duty of Sinners to labour that they may love 


- God, and repent of ſin, &c. but it is not in their 


Wo 24 do not reform all that is amiſs and in this 
y Caſe; - | 


power to work up their hearts to the love of 

God, an Godly Sorrow; they ſhould labour 

to be cogbibend. they cannot do it. 
Sometimes it is much to be ſuſpected, that 


» 


1. The 


11.5 
| lemr 
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ing 
gere 
goſt 
nerec 
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r, an 1. The danger of 4 Natural Condition is to be 
ver, tc plemnly {et 1 — them; N 6 their ter- 
brs ſeem to be great, yet they need to be 
ſtrivEWeater ; men muſt have ſo much terror as to 
worlMring them to a ſeparation from ſin: therefore 


y arWere is need to repreſent their danger in the 
elves Woſt lively and dreadful way, that the ſenſe 
> tuchWhereof may pierce their heart deeply; if they 
, thee but thorowly ſcared, they will be - brought” 


. more an univerſal Reformation: Iſa. 2: 20, 2r. 


Lo 2. They are to be urged to Reformation : , 
nſideMheir duty in this matter is to be particular- - 


earts, 
E 


, preſſed upon them, their Conſciences muſt 
ſtirred to part with all fin, as Chriſt! ur- 


it iges the Jews, Mat. 5. 29. If thy riew eye of= 
inet-Wend thee pluck it out. For the neglect of! 
ataingMetiormation will put a ſtop to the work, &. 
1 notEWhey will not get forward in the works of 


umiliatisn, rill they are Reformed : 5 As the® - 


RionWirſ Concoction prepares for the ſecond, ſo 
rience Reformation does for Humiliation- Men I 
done muſt overcome the next and more immediate 


difficulties before they overcome thoſe - that». 
dutyſſare remote: he that will not part with finfu! > 
it is practices, will not yield himlelf into the hands 
love of Juſtice : if they don't reform, they put the. 
their work to a ſtand; yea, ſuch men do. aggra- 
e of vate their own ſorrows, for trouble will lie 
bour upon them, till their hearts are brought to 
be humbled, and their terrours will be mul-. 
that tiplied, if they belong to God, till they are: 
this en to reform: Pſal. 32. 3. When: I 
The G43. | * | 


e Un- 
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kt ſilence, my bones waxed old 1 my ron- 
ring all the day. 

Sometimes ſome n ſin lies exceeding 
heavy upon his heart. In this Cale the Mi- 
— may tell him, 

. That it is not his duty in ordinary ca- 

pes 10 publiſh fuch fon to him, it's fit he ſhould 
© confeſs it to God; but ordinarily there is 

no juſt occaſion to publiſh a ſcandal to him; 

It is beſt that ſecret ſins be kept ſecret, ex- 


Som 
e a2 
ce o 
me ti 
d h 
aſe tl 
. 
cours 
d thc 
od 


; 


+ cept the circumſtances of the — do call Wo he 
for the making of it known. ays 
2. That the ſin i pardonable : This he may re ſe 

demonſtrate from ſeveral examples in the {Wbtair 
Scriptute z from the ſuffciency of Chriſt's Nery 

x Redemption ; from ſeveral Offers and Promi- My of 
ſes of the Goſpel, that the mans heart may liſco! 
not ſink with diſcouragement. oldi 

3. That in caſe the Rule does call for any eſig. 
ſaisfaction to men, he muſt not delay that, eekn 
but that muſt be attended as ſoon as there Mato! 
is opportunity; if he can make ſatisfaction 2. 
without confeffion, there is no neceflity of {Weto! 


3 
Favc 
de 
cri] 
then 
firſt 


conteſſion; for ſatisfaction anſwers for the 
wrong that has been done to man. 
4. That he muſt not be ſenſible of that 
ſis only, bat of all other fins; every fin bein; 
provoking to God, and deſerving damnation : 
and particularly that his Impenitency and 
Unbelief is more dangerous than any former Otte 
act of fin : Joh. 3. 19. "This is the condennati- Iman 
en that Lobt is come into the world, and. men the 
laue , rather * 2575 Some- 


28 
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Sometimes after the man has been in trou- 
le a while, before he has any great experi- 
ce of his own heart, he has ſome promiſes _ 
me to him with a great deal of refreſhing + 


d he hopes God has accepted him; in this 


7 ca-Waſe the Miniſter may tel) him, 

ould MW 1. That it is a common thing for God to give 
e is {Wrcourazements unto men, before they are carri-- 
lim; Id thorow the work of Converſion 5 that as 


od gives them incouragements by his Word, 
he does many times by his Spirit: God al- 
ays maintains in the hearts of Sinners that 
re ſeeking of him, ſome hopes that they, may 
btain mercy : and ſometimes he gives thems 
rery great refreſhing, by ſome ſenſe of the Glo- 
y of Heaven, Luke 14. 15. by ſome ſuperficial 
liſcoveries of Chriſt : Mat. 13. 20. thereby 
olding forth ſome promiſes before them, the 
leſign whereof is to draw them on in a way of 
eeking, and to ſupport them under their temp- 
ations. YE 
2. That God never gives 4 Faith of Aſſurance, 
defore he gives a Faith of Dependance; for he 
ever manifeſts his love till men are in a ate of 
Favour and Reconciliation, which 1s by a faith 
f dependance. When men have comfortable 
Periptures come to them, they are apt to, take 
them as tokens of Gods love: but men muſt 
firſt be brought into Chriſt, by accepting the 
Offer of the Goſpel before they are fit for ſuch. 
manifeſtations. Gods method is firſt to make 
nen the ſoul accept of the Offers of Grace, 4 2 
— | 5 . en 


Und, it will not continue: And uſually after ſuch 


fears return as ſtrong as ever. 


_ 2 That it is a great mercy that thoſe confiden- 
_ ces are t- ten away from him; had they continu- 
ce, they would have ruined him; falſe confi- 
WF . dence is better loſt than kept. His condition is 


} be told, 


| . God is about to deliver out of a Natural E- 
ſtate. They commonly have ſome lightſome 


no reaſon to expect that that ſhould laſt very 
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then to maniteſt his good Eftate unto him. 
3. That if his Comfort be not of the right 


encouragements, mens terrours are wont to re- 
turn with as much violence as ever. God com- 
monly intermingles ſmiles and frowns, and if 
ſuch vain confidences as men took up from re- 
freſhing Scriptures, be but nipped in the bud, 
they generally quickly wither away ; and their 
WHEN the Sinner that was hoping he was 
in a good Eftate, becauſe ſome retreſhing Scrip- 
© tures came to him, ſees his miſtake, he is in 
danger to be diſcouraged. Jn this caſe he may 


1. That it is a common thing for perſons that 
are afterwards Converted, to paſs thorow ſuch 
Changes ; it is not a peculiar thing to him, but a 
thing of ordinary experience in ſuch people as 


times, and then returns of darkneſs : there was 


long; ſuch comforts are like Jonahs Goard, that 
riſe in a night, and periſh in a night. | 


the more hopeful now thoſe confidences are 


1 Joſt; while he had thoſe confidences he was 
like a Ship that ſtuck in the Sand, and now he 
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onvictions are about to leave him: In this 
ſe he may be told, N | 

1. That there is no reaſon to expect that his 
onvittions ſhould always be in the like degree. 
Perſons in ſuch a Condition, are ſubje& to ma- 
y alterations, as it is with a Ship at Sea, ſome- 
imes it has a fair Wind, ſometimes it blows 
ore moderately, ſometimes it is becalmed; 
ea, ſometimes it has Storms and croſs Winds ; 
here be many Changes that paſs over ſuch 


en. So men ina Journey, have ſometimes 
ſuch Wood way, fometimes bad; they meet with 
ut a Nivers and miery places, where they cannot 


make ſpeed. 
hing to quench the motions of the Spirit, 1 Thef. 


was IF. 19. There be many ways whereby men do 
ery Wt, ſometimes by diſcouragement, ſometimes by 
hat {Wpreſuwption and flattery, ſometimes by rebel- 


ng againſt the light, ſometimes by Company- 
ny, do commonly loſe theſe Convictions; 10 by 
diligence be no hindrance, yet cumbring of 


abiding of Convictions. | | 
3. That.t + 5 bus beit way to improve the Con- 


1 


e grows mere dull, and he is afraid that his 


- 2. That he muſt be very careful that he do no- 


eeping. Men that are much addicted to compa- 
crouding themſelves with Worldly Buſmeſs : tho 


themſelves will be a great impediment to the 


__ . onttions 
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eittions that be bas. Sometimes perſons ar 


_— wont to argue, that it will be to no purpoſl 
= for them to ſtrive. If they have not greate 
1 Convictions, they ſhall but tire themſelves ti 
no purpoſe; and they conceive it beft for then 
to tarry, till they have ſtronger Convi&ions: 
but the Seaman is wont to hoiſt his: Sails, and 
improve the Wind he has, whether it be les 
or more: if men improve moderate Convicti. 
ons, they may get forward, and do that which 
will further their Converſion : and if they do 
= improve leſſer Convictions, that is the way to 
RS have more: it is their duty to do it, and in 
ll We * cthat way God owns them; to him that "bath ſhal 
= be given. Some that have * dv of the 
| | E fmallineſs of their Convictions, have within. a 


© while changed their note, and complained as 
much of the greatneſs of them, that they have 
5 . that . could hardly live under 218 


* A Perſon that is oder the work of Con- 
verſion, is ſubject to many affrightments, and 
þ cer ging TEMPTATIONS, a dreadful 
ſound is in his Ears: all ſuch perſons have not 
"i che ſame temptations, and they have them not 
ii any certain order; but care muſt be taken to 
give ſuicable ſupport and adviſe to them accor- 
WE ding to the variety of their temptations. ONE 


3 TREMPTATIO is, That he 5 not ELE CT- 
Bo; but God has Overlooked him, and ap- 
pointed him to Condemnation; this ſometimes 
bes upon the heart with great weight: In this 
. Que" may be Low, GP 1. Thet 
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+. That thoſe things that make him fear that he 4 
not Elected, are no certain ſigns of it, there v 
certain tokens of reprobation upon him. Thole 3 
Whings that he takes to be ſiqus are very uncer- 
ain; the greatneſs of his ſins don't argue Repro- 2 
ation: Many that have been guilty of great 
ins have been Elected. His being of Elder | 
ears don't argue it; ſometime God turns ſuch | 
: o: bimſelf, Mal. 4. 5,6. Gods leaving of him 
till in a Natural Eſtate, though he has ſought 3 

od a long while does not ſhew it; Iſrael was 
great while travelling from Egypt to Canaan. - Þ 
,2. That it is a,ſmful thing for him to draw any % 
oncluſions about his Election. It is a ſecret re- 
erved in Gods own Breaſt, and he cannot de- 
ermine any thing underſtandingly about it: 
Deut. 29. 29. Secret things belong unto the Lord 
God. Whenche undertakes to conclude that 
e is not Elected, he act. preſumptueuſly : his 
oncluſion may be ſalſe for ought he knows; 
he pretends to know what he is ignorant of. 
3. That Gods itriving with him by his Spirit, .is 
en hopeful ſign that he is Elected, for many times it 
s the fruit of Elettion. When the Spirit con- 
vinces of Sin, it is in order to his convincing of "ij 
Gohreouſneſs, Foh. 16. 8. This is the courſe that 
od is wont to take with thoſe that are Ele. 
dd ; frequently be lets Reprobates live in ſecu-". 2 
ity, but he is wont to terrifie the Ele& in or- 
der to their Converſion ; and the more earneſt- 
ly the man follows after God, and labours to 
Wet into 4 Converted Condition, the more 
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8 committed in the heart; men have ſome 


2 does continue impenitently in. 


many other . fins, but none of them 


— 


hopeful it is that God has Elected him; for 
Nears God has appointed the end, he has ap · 
pointed the means alſo. 

Another TEMPTATION is, That he hay 
committed the UNPARDONABLE SIN; 
that he has committed the Sin againſt the He. 
ty GbeFt, that Sin which is unto Death, he has 
carried badly after Illuminations, and it finks 
into him, that now there is no remedy. 
In this Caſe he may be told, That it has 
been 4 frequent thing for men to fear that they 
have committed this Sin, who have afterward 
been Converted z that it is not the manner of 
thoſe that have commitred that Sin, tobe per- 
+ Plexed and exerciſed with fears about it; but 
the principal way to help in this Cafe, is to 
anform him from the Word of God, what chis Sine 
3 particularly he may be informed, 

1. That it is an External Sin, not a Sin that 


wicked thoughts after enlightnings, and then 

Fear that they have been guilty of that ſin; 

25 that is an outward fin, it is a fin that other 
re ſee, 1 Joh. 5. 165. 

hat it is a Courſe of Sin, not any particu- > 

3H act of fin, which a man breaks off from, 

and is troubled for, but a way of evil that he 


3. That it is one particular ſort of fin, com- 
"mitted with great aggravations; namely, e 
. rejetting of the Profeſſion of the Goſpel : There be 


howe: 


| "4 Guide" u Ubi. 
jowever aggravated, are the Unpardonable Sin 3 


nd renouncing the Profeſſion thereof: they 


has re ſaid to fall away, H ebr. 6. 6. they are laid 
IN; fer ſale the Aſſemblies of the People of Sed, 
* 2b. 10. 25. they are ſaid to tread under foot 
— ay 


he Son of Cod; and to deny their Baptiſm, 


ould turn Papiſt or Heathen, having a blaſ- 
hemous ſpirit againſt the Ways of God, and 
bloody perſecuting ſpirit towards the Peo- 
ie of God, there might be reaſon to fear 
hat he was guilty of the Unpardonable Sin; 
*{Wutithere be no footſteps in the Scripture to 
udge that men that are following after God,' 
nd labouring to get into a Converted Con- 


hat have been guilty of ſuch things, have 


race of God. | | 
Another TEMPTATION is, that his day of 


Save obtained Mercy, but he has let it flip, 


is a fejecting of the Truth of the Goſpel, 4 


eh. 10. 29. So that if any perſon among us J 


ad experience afterwards of the Pardoning_ 


race is paſt; he had a time when he might 


A 


1 


lition, have committed that Sin, tho* they - 1 
re guilty of much Unbelief, of many de- 
ays and backflidings, and of very vile tho'ts 
nd riſings of heart; for multitudes of men 


: BY 
: 
* 


at and it is in vain for him to firive : In this 

aſe the eAmifter may tell him, 
com . That it is a common device of Satay, when 
£ 7 e can't per ſwade men that it 3s too ſoon, then 


o perſwade them that it is too late. He is ſet 


dhe ſeaſon is gone. Rn 


, be filthy Till: But there is no ſuch thiag 


* 
* 


3 #1 Cle to entre ay 

to hinder men from uſing of means 3 and 
firſt he tells them that there is uo baſte; andi 
when that temptation will do no longer, then 
he changes his voice, and tells them that 


2. That there is no ſuch Doctrine in tne Scripturt 
that any ſort of mens day of grace is paſt, before 
the 2 of life is pat, except they be guilty of 
the Unpardonable Sin. It is taught in the Scrip- 
ture, that God will ſtrive with ſome men, ny 
a limited time, and then deſtroy them, Gen. 6. 
3. My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man, yet 
2 days ſuall he an hundred and twenty years. It 
is allo taught, that God does harden ſome Na- 
tions in order to great miſery, Iſa. 6. 10, 11. 

and ſometimes in order to their Unchurching, 
Joh. 12. 40. It is alſo taught, that God may 
Harden ſome particular. perſons before Death, 
and never more {ſtrive with them in any re- 
markable way. Rev. 22. 11. Let him that i; 


taught, that there is-any fort of men that may 
be deſcribed, or any particular perſon that may 
be known unto himſelf or ethers, whoſe day 
of grace can be ſaid to be paſt before his death. 
When men ſay their day is pail, they only 
fear, they do not know it. 
3. That ſuch Scriptures as ſeem to evidence that 
25 day is paſt, do not determine any ſuch thing 
it is ſaid, Prev. 29. l. that he that being often 
Fr ved. bardneth tabs neck, ſhall ſuddenly be 
Tg 
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and Pereyed. But it is evident, that God wait 

5 andi onger upon ſome perſons than upon others x 

pr Bome Threatnings are univerſal, and ſome arg 
at | 


ndefinite : ſhewing what God does many times 
lo;' fo it is ſaid, Heb. 10. 28. If any man draw 


«pture, e oul (hat have no pleaſure in him; bue © ? 
befor he hiding here A ſeems to be 
45 une Unpardonable Sin; he had been ſpeaking of ' 
*I1P-Bhat, ver. 26. and ſeems here to have refe- 
onhy hence to the ſame ſin ; for in other caſes God 

en. 6. Moes ſpeak incouragingly in his Word unto 
„ N. Backſliaers, Jer. 3. 22. Hoſ. 14. 4. 
„It Beſides the Temptations mentioned, there 
Nag, ANOTHER SORT of Temptations thay |} 
2, II. Fre very exerciſing to him, his Conſcience be- 
ching g guilty, he is much ſubject to frights. 

mY 1. One Temptation is, That he ſhall be leſt 


o ſome great and dreadful ſins. In this Caſe he 
ay be told by the Miniſter, of 
I. That one ſpecial reaſon of theſe fears is 


:hingWhar he ſees more of the badnzſs of his heart than 
m1) Wormerly ; Men under troubles of Conſcience, -. 
mY Bre wont to ſee much of the Corruption of 
day heir hearts, and they ſee that which is ſuffici- 
eath. Went to lead them to all forts of wickedneſs ; 
only Rnd becauſe. God is angry with them, they 


are afraid he will not keep them, but avenge I 
himſelf on them, by leaving them tg tluch 3 


ing ; wickedneſs. = =» Rs is 
e 2. That God is now firiving with him in 
Y N order to his Eternal Good; God is exerciſing 
ed. J. as 
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great deal'ot mercy, and he has no cauſe ti eedin 
conclude that God will ſo leave him; thougW and 
God might juſtly do it, yet he has reaſon here 
hope in God to preſerve him. de app 
38. That it is fit he ſhould be humbled unde Conve 
the ſenſe of the depravedneſs of his nature, My, an- 
be ſenſible of the inſufficiency of his ownlſÞefore 
| Righteouſneſs, to bring him into the Favour on. 

Sol, his heart being a ſink of all manner o 2. 
Sin; he can never be juſtified but by the per er in 
fect Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. | power 
[= 4+ That his beſt way 15 to make haſte to get him, | 
into 4 Converted. Condition. If he were once ties 01 
Converted, he would not be in ſo much dan. it ma. 
ger to fall into great Tranſgreſſions; becauſe heihhim, 
Would have then an holy principle to reſiſi 3: 
temptations to Sin; and then he would have * 
an Intereſt in the Favour of God; & it would pecla 
be more hopeful that God would preſerve him. withe 
22. Another Temptation is, That he ſhall get 4 this 7 
Flalſe hope, and fo ſatisſie himſelf that he is in a make 
good Eſtate, when he is far from it; he under - Cate 
Rands that it is fo with many: Prov. 30. 12. 1. 
Rv. 3. 17. In this Caſe the Miniſter may tell wher 
him, ng | ? prot 
1. That he is indeed in danger of it, both be- Sata. 
cauſe of the pride of his ſpirit, ready to mag- ther 
Nie his own performances; and becauſe of his tan 
fears ot Hell, the tediouſneſs of thoſe fears 1 2 
make him ready to catch at any appearances of | *PP* 
Converſion, and therefore he had need be ex- N 
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eeding careful ; it is good for him to und er- 
and what Conver ſion 16, and what Preparation 0 
here muſt be in order thereunto; and it there 


onverted, his way 1s to examine them thorow-- 
y, and get the help. of ſomet hat are Skilful 
_ he ſettle himſelf much in that perſwafi- 
2. That he muſt leave himſelf as to that mat- g 
er in the Hands of God : it is beyond his own 
power to deliver himſelf: if God delight in 
him, he will carry him through all the difficul- 
ies of/the Work, and ſhew him the right way; 
it may be God may have purpoſes of grace to 
him, and if ſo, he will ſhew him the path of life. 
3. Another Temptation is, That Satan will ap+ 
pear to him. I his is a great terrour to him; e- 
pecially he is poſſeſſed with this fear when he 
withdraws himſelf to Secret Prayers : ſometimes 
this makes him neglect his duty, ſometimes it 
makes him attend it with diſtraction. In this 
Caſe the Miniſter may tell him, 1 
I. That he is under Gods keeping; and that 
when he is doing his duty, he is under God's 
protection. There is leſs reaſon to be afraid of. 
Sat ans appearing at that time, than at many 0+ 
ther times; it is not Gods manner to ſuffer Sa- 
tan to appear at ſuch times. 2 a 
2. That if Satan had power and liberty to 
appear to him, it is not probable, that he 
would fright him with the expectations of 
o LEY 
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de appearances to him at any time as if he were 
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mit; he would nat give ſuch notice of his co- 
ming; but his defign in terrifying of him, is 
to prevent him from doing that which might 
be ſerviceable to his Soul. | 7 
3. That it is too much honour to Satan, to 
be fo far out-bid with the temptation, as to 
*hange the time of his prayer; but if he can- 
not attend his duty ſuitably, and the temptati- 
on do prove too overbearing to him, it is bet- 
ter to attend the duty by day-light. 
Il may add to this Cale another that now and 
then happens, that he ſays he has heard ſome 
voice, ſeen ſome ſhape, felt ſomething. on him; this 
I apprehend at leaſt ſometimes to be only the 
elfett of ſtrong imagination : a ſtrong fancy may 


make men to imagine ſuch things; as it is with 
EF perſons in their dreams, and with diftratted per- Nnay 


ſens; all Senſation is m the brain, and there- 
fore by ſome diſorder of that, men may think 
E they lee, feel, or hear things which they do not 
E fee, feel or hear. 
. Another Temptation is, That it is beſt 
0 deftroy himſelf; many have been urged tone 


this, ſome have attempted it, and ſome have 


performed it, as Judas did. In this Caſe 


E: the Minifter may tell him, 


1. That the Devil is very active in this temp- 


tation, though be has that in his own heart, 
chat may lead him to it; yet it's Satan that 


NKirs him up thereunto. The Devil entred 
into Judas when he betrayed Chriſt, and was 
1 | ES 4 | not 
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ot gone out of him when he deſtroyed him- 
elf. The Devil has a double deſn in it; ane 
to ſecure the man, he is afraid he ſhall loſe 
him, now he is troubled about his Condition, 
and is taking pains for Salvation. Satan is 
jealous leſt he will eſcape out of his hands, and 
abours to make him deſtroy himſelf, that he 
may preſently ſecure him, then there will be 
no danger of his running away. The other de- 
u is to bring a reproach upon trouble of Con- 
ſcience, and diſcourage others from giving vay 
to Convictions. If there be but one ſuch In- 
ſtance in a Town, that will make many others to 
ſtifle Convictions, leſt they ſhould come to the 
like End. bd . 
2. That there is good reaſon to hope that he 

obtain Salvation. It is diſcouragement that 
leads men to ſuch practices: And if he have 
dut conſiderable hope of obtaining peace with 

od, there is not much danger of his hearken- 
ng to the temptation; therefore ſuch things 


heart, as that the Spirit of God is ſtriving 
ich him in order to his Salvation; that Satan 
is afraid he will be ſaved, that his fins are 20 
other than what God has pardoned oftentimes, 
ind the like. SI 77 
L 3. That it is a dreadful fin to deſtroy himſelf. 
It is a fin againſt nature, it is unthankfulneſs for 
ods mercy in ſaving his lite; that this is fax 
worſe than other ſins that are very terrifying 


may be ſuggeſted, as are proper to bear up his 
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to kim; this is the way to throw himſelf im- 
mediately into endleſs miſery. © Whatever may 
be faid of the poſſibility of the Salvation of 
ſuch perſons, there is no reaſon to think that 
one in a thouſand is faved; this ſin is heinous, 
and quickly cuts off their opportunities: Such 
2 man as is tempted to this Sin, would be a- 
fraid to tell 4 lye, or to prophane the Sabbath; 
how much more has he reaſon to fear this fin, 
which will bring him preſently to Eterna 
Damnation ? It is a poor remedy to deliver 
| himſelf from anguiſh, to throw himſelf into 
that, which is unſpeakably greater; certain 
damnation is far more dreadful than the fears 
they are oppreſſed by: this will make their 
condition much worſe, and not better. 
| SOMETIMES he complains. of a ſelf-righ- 
= teous Spirit; that he is ready to truſt to every 
thing he does: that eſpecially when he feels 
any affections, he is proud of them, and ready 
to make a righteouſneſs of them: In this Caſe 
it may be profitable, 
1. To convince him of the inſufficiency of his own 
') righteouſneſs to ſave him: that his own righte- 
E ouſneſs will nor bring him into. favour with 
God; for his own righteouſneſs is utterly im- 
perfect, and ſo falls ſhort of what the Law re- 
quireth. The Law ſtands for perfect Obedi- 
- ence, but he never did perform one per act 
of Obedience: all his Obedience ned 
with Corruption. Beſides, while he is in N 
4 a Natura 
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tural Condition, he does nothing fincerely, | 
but is an Hypocrite in all his performances 4 
and accordingly God is fo far from juſtifying 

pf him for the ale of them, that he will not 
accept of him, but holds him guilty for the 
ake.of them. Befides, his own righteouſnefs | 
in't the nature of ſatisfaction in it; there 
an be uo ſatisfation for fin, but by bearing the 
urſe of the Law. Obedience is a natural debt, 
ind cannot ſatisſie for his contrafted debts 
four Obedience would have procured our ac- 
eptance, there would have been no need of 
he Death of Chriſt : Chriſt's Death would be 5 
2 vain, Gal. 2. 217. 


their 2. 75 direct him how to ger delivered from this 
: elf -rig htwous ſpirit, viz. by getting an under ſt an- 
righ- no of the bedneſs of bis own heart: for let him 
en ear never ſo often of the vanity of his own 
de ö Wighteouſneſs, yet he will truſt to it, till he ſees 
ready 


he has none, and can get none. A thorow dif- 
overy of his own heatt, will break him off 
rom truſting in himſelf; for then he will ſee 
zothing in himſelf to. truſt 5 in: he will be a- 
Fraid becauſe: of his duties, his ſtrong holds will 
ll be thrown down ; but a notional conviſtion * 
t the inſufficiency of his own righteouſneſs 

Jo fave him, without an experimental convittion'. 
he badneſs of his beart, will not deliver him g 
rom confidence in himſelf. 7 
SOMETIMES he complains that he does e- 

* 1 Fay: a ſpirit of 42 9 be don't aim 
at 
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at the Glory of God in any thing; but fear i 
1 Hell, and deſire of Salvation, are the great thing 
that do ſet him on work: were it not for fe: 
of Hell he ſhould leave off. In this Caſe h 
may be told, | ip 

>. I. That it is impoſſible he ſhould aft from a 
higher principle. He has no principle of love to 
© God, Job. 5. 42. Selt-love is the reigning prin- 
+. Ciple in him, and therefore it is no wonder that 
he does all in Religion from that ſpirit; it wa 
| | his weakneſs that he formerly thought he did 
any ching out of love to God. No Natural 
man ever did act with an higher ſpirit, then 2 
F fpiric of ſelf-love: A bad Tree cannot bring 
forth good fruit. 3 
2. That he ſhould make uſe of this for Humilia- 
tien, and not for Diſcouragement. There is no 
reaſon that he ſhould' be diſcouraged becauſe o 
this, for every one is an Hypocrite at firſt ; 
and many that have ſopght God for a while 3: 4 
with a ſelfiſh-ſpirit,have afterward been turned, * nk ti 
and have had another ſpirit given to them: ad 
but he ſhould make uſe of this to his Humili- em? 


i 


Co 


i dem: 
& ation, and learn hereby his own badneſs, the atur: 
EF inſufficiency of his own righteouſneſs, and the CL 


©. juſtice of his Condemnation, and that he has 
no cauſe to think much that God does reje& his 
Services, and not give peace unto him. 


ard 
hey v 


4. 
. 3 | ; 
Aſter this the Sinner gives an account that Wa | 
he finds' a ſpirit” of love to God, ſorroow for TY 


” Sin, 0 . 
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zin, aiming at the Glory of God, hating of Sin, 
5 In Tis Caſe he ny be told, , C1 . 
1. That there is a great reſemblance between 
ommon and ſaving Grace: Common Grace is the 
icture of Sanctifying Grace, and common af- >" 
actions are ſometimes ſtronger. than ſaving, } 
haraoh juſtifies God, Saul weeps, one who was 
ar from ſincerity, tells Chriſt, he will follow him 
phitherſoever be goeth, the Jews cry, Hoſanna to 
he Son of David, the Iſraelites ſang Gods praiſe, 
ut ſoon forgat his works. | 

2. That while they have ſuch pangs of affection, 1 
; will he very hard for them to ſee their Hypocriſie. 
Their fear of Damnation makes them catch at 
ny appearances of ſincerity, and their pride 
nakes them have an high opinion of their at- 
ainments; men ſometimes in that frame 
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bring 


nilia- 


ie of ake ſuch ſigns as do indeed ſhew their hypo- 2 
6-4 M0 ifie to be arguments of their ſincerit xy. 
hile 3. That it is a very dangerous thing for them to 
00 hint that they are e while they are not: then 
nem: bey will bleſs themſelves, when God curſes 
mili- em; then they will continue quietly in a 
then Natural Condition, and negle& the means ff. 
A the Ponverſion: and if they don't ſee the deceit 


quickly, there is danger that they may grow ſo 

hard- hearted, that if they do ſee it afterwards, 
ey will not be the better for it. 427 2 
4. That they may be en from ſuch things as 
heſe, that they don't love God ſincerely, whatever 
ppearances there be, viz. That they never had 4 
| | FOO! * wert : 
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& his 
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p for 
Sin, 
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work of Humiliation; and ſincerity does never 2. 
forego that: that they never Cloſed with Jeſuſ ve : 
rin, and the heart is never purified wit houffhall 
Faith. All thoſe affe&ions that go before faith, 
let them be never ſo ſtrong, are deceitful ; the 
firft good action that any man does 3 i 
to give entertainment to the Goſpel: other 
things follow upon that. | 
SOMETIMES be gives an account, that h 
does believe on Feſus Chrift ;, he don't truſt i: 
* his own righteouſneſs, but places his hope | 
= Chrift. In this Caſe the Miniſter may tell him 
= - That there is a great deal of faith that does 
i not juſtiſie. Some do believe for a time, Lui: 
8. 13. ſome receive the werd with joy, and in tin 
e temptation fall away, Mat. 13. 20, 21. Some 
WE believed on Chrift, but did not confeſs him, Joh. 12 
22. ſeveral ſorts of faith do not juNifie : As, 
1. An Hiſtorical Faith. Men do receive the 
0 - HiStory of the Goſpel for a truth, and take it fo 
= granted, eſus Chriſt is the Son of Goc 
dad X Saviour of, the World; and if any ſhould 
deny it, or diſpute againſt it, they would be ve 
= ry zealous agamft him, it. would ſtir up the! 
indignation; if they have any workings of in 
= fidelity, yet generally go with that per 
: Fragen ar the je Beni but this is n 
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= - more chan a Turk will {ay for his Religion: thi 
= #iforical Faith, don't mortifie mens corrupt! 
Ons. Jobs -2.23,24, 25- mapy profane men ae. 


dl Hiftorical Fach. 
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2. 1 conſiderable confidence that Chis Ft will + | 
"ve them. They are perſwaded that they, ö 


Eve 


Feſu 7 
Lo; Mhall obtain Salvation by Chriſt, and do re 
aith Moyce in he. hope of * This. Confidence is 
then diſtinct thing from Juſtify ing Faith; it 1 
m, Mead or b according to the ground: as 8283 
therſÞodly men have frequently ſuch a confidence 


om the experience of a work of Grace in 

heir own. hearts, and the manifeſtation of 
> Love of God; but this is not. Jef 9 

2 but a Faith of Aſſurances Ca L he .4Y 


at þ 
vis 11 


1 
* haye ſuch a confidence, 1 from am 
doe nagination that God loves them, and from 
Ialiſenſe of their own goodneſs; — ds is 
tim dot Juftifying Faith, but Preſumpt 
Some 3. eA depending upon Chrift, on 1 N incon- 


agement of 4 mans own goodreſs. © He hears. 
e Goſpel, or has ſome common Illuminati- 

n, diſcovering ſomewhat of God's readineſs: 2 
0 pardon Sirmers through Chriſt ; and con- 


5. 12 
S, 
e the 


it fo 

* God ering what he is, he ventures on Chriſt. 
mould hen a man ſavingly believes, he ventures 

be ve hon Chriſt upon g oſpel dae but 

| theiſW@nother ventures, being incouraged from the 
of in Nonſideration of his Prayers, Tears, Conſti- 8 
t per nſciouſneſs, or on that incouragement 4 


is noe 2 not very bad, ſo he thinks ſuch an one 

1: thühs Þ 7 venture; whereas if be did ſee 
imſelf bad as indeed he is, he would not 

ſenture on Chriſt; the man makes partix 
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che mercy of God: if men do apprehend that 
od has pardoned them, they cannot but be 
E affected with it: as pardon does affect men, ſ of 
Ades Imaginary pardon. jor the 
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His objections were anſwered; he was backward 
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that all hit ob jecbions did vaniſh a and he had 
- aipthing to Ay, 5 295 
E: * But he may be told, that the reaſon wok 
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EF of Chai the foundation of His Paich ; ¶ ſome 
11 daes not excſude the Righteouſneſs of from 


ad} 4 4 F 4 1 
len- 
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| 2 bur the Freponderatims onſideration, them 


and that Which" "eſpecially ' imboldens him to They 


=. -venture; is His ohn righteouſnefs; his own ness, 


Tichttoufnefs is the Pr Foiitidation of his Nectin 
Hope, thqugh- de takes in the plea alſo of were, 


| 5 the Rig Res of Chriſt; he {ces enough ſwere 
VB i Chrilt Ker ſuch An one as, kimſelf, | but Con: 
i ö 2 dr the worſt of Sinners. have 


Büt poflibly he will plead for h elf, That jectio 


: the Wäs much "affetbed with Chrift, and with the Mei ves 


y of God, it was more than ordinary, he Manfwe 


j | never had ſuch a light before. In this Caſe he S0 


may be told, That Carnal men have ſometimes gen ſo 


$ ſoperficial diſeoveries of Chriſt, and are affe&- Od 
A cherewith, Mat. 1 3. 20. men have conſide- 


rable inlightnings s and ta5ts, yet may fall away; and 
1 is no wonder they ſhould be affected with 


He may further plead for himſelf, That it was Conv. 
ſo with lam, as it has been with Godly men, as he 


Bas heard them to Expreſs themſelves; that al |ÞMPcer 
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before, but he had fuch a diſcovery of 'Chriſt, 
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t was 
as he 
at ail 
ward 
hriſt, 
> had 


why 
{ome 


himſelf, and he chinks his Conditio 


People of God. for their Piety, and honouring theme 
for their Piety. Many Natural men have =Y 
Convictions that Godly men are choice men 


ſincere man. they honour Him, and have a ref 
for him ; ſo Herod had for John, Marl G. 


for their Piety ; they don't oye God. nor 
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ſome mens objections are "all anſwered, is, not 
from the greatneſs of the light that God gave | 
them, but from their ignorance of their, own HH. 
They did not ſee ſo much of their , own 18 K. 
neſs, as thorowly to feel the power of a 
jecting ſpirit; if they had ſeen how bar e, 
were, their obje&ions would not Have been An 
ſwered. A little matter will anfwer the obje- 
ions of an ignorant and ccnceited man, 3 
have not light enough to make ſuch firon ob- 
jections as they would do if they kne them- 41 
ſelves ; and ſo all their objecklons are a 
anſwered. . 

SOMETIMES he builds kis Confidence up- 
on ſome PARTICULAR SCRIP TURES. 

ONE, Scripture is, 1 Foh. 3. 14. We know that - 
we are paſſed from death to life, becauſe we love 
the brethren : He ſays he finds ſuch a N 


Boe 


79. * * P 


pg 


But he may be told, 
1. There is 4 great difference berween loving 


ind happy men; and if they think a man * 
ep 


dut theſe men have not a ſincere love to that 1 4 
odlineſs, therefore don t love . men for 
it Plety. 8 Gay | 

E 2 ee e Thire Y 
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1. There is a great difference between Loving 
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ut Morality & Piety are very different things, 
And ſome perſons that have a love to them 
pon the account of their Morality, may have 
Jo love to them upon the account of their Piety. 
Another Scripture that he may build a con- 
- fidence on, is, 1 Job. 5. 11. Whoſoever believeth 
dd Feſus is the Chriſt, is born of God. By this 
Rule he ſays he is in a good condition, he does 
believe this, therefore is Regenerate. In this 
Cafe he may be told. N 
Thbat the believing here ſpoken of, is the 
receiving of it as certain upon the teſtimeny of 
God. Many men have a common perſwaſion 
© that Chriſt is the Son of God from tradition, 
And from bis iracles, which is in a more ge- 
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neral n called believing. Job. 2. 23. 4 
and yet they are not bern of God: but mor | 
properly they are ſaid to believe it,who recelde 1 
it, upon God's teſtimony ; ; and choſe met who” 5 

have only a cemmon perſwaſion,are indeed Unbe⸗ 4 
lievers; they that have not Grace, don t Pros 4 
perly believe the Word of God. | 

ANOTHER Scripture that he takes notice 
of to ſtrengthen his confidence, is, Mat. 5.6. 
Bleſſed are the 2 that hung er and thirſt after Righ- — 
teouſneſs ; $ Conſcience teſtifies that he does 
ſo, 20 2 hopes he is bleſſed. In this 
Caſe he may be told, 

That though ſome deſires of grace are grace, 
yet all deſires of grace are not grace: As men. 
may act hypocritically when they pretend. tor 
deſire grace, ſo when they do defire grace. For : 

1. Many Carnal. men do Ae Grace. It is a 
common thing for Ungodly men to deſitce 
Grace, eſpecially wher terrified with the word, 
they deſire to be Converted : Some men have 
lighter Convictions, and they have faint ank il 
languiſhing deſires, and ſome have more fmart 
terrours, and they have more earneſt defires to- 
be Converted : they think they would' give all 
that they have in the World, that they were 
Converted : So the Fooliſu V7 irgins, Mat. 25. 8. 1 

2. Deſires of Grace may ariſe from natural prin- i 
ciples. Grace is not only deſirable, for its own 
lake, but there are ſeveral benefits that do at- 
tend it, which may make natural principles 

F crave 
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crave it. Grace is att honourable . Feb. rt. 
ains reſpect among men, it procures men 
3 name in the World; hence Pride makes 
men crave it: Grace is a means ot many out- 
ward bleflings, 1 Tim. 4. 8. And upon this ac- 
count, men out of a ſelfiſh ſpirit may deſire it; 
grace is neceſſary in order to Salvation, Heb. 1 2. 
14. And upon this account, nature makes men 
crave it. 

AFTER he is delivered from his confident o- 
| Pinion of bis good et ate, and ſees himſelf to be 
in a — condition ſtill; it may be needful 
upon that occaſion, 

A To.encourage him: For he is in danger to 
Be too much caſt down, ſo as to hinder his fu- 
cute diligence: He may be encouraged from the 
confideration of Gods Goodneſs in diſcovering 
that deceit. Nich would bave proved his 
bane.; he was in a dangerous way, but God has 
 dlivered him, and ſo put him into a. nearer 4 gre 
Capacity to be Fenzerted Gods not fuffering 

to. continue in his deluſion, is an hopeful 
gn, that God does intend mercy to him; he 
is nom under greater ee than before: 


. To warn hint that be don't run into the fame 
errar Again; for he is ill under the reigning pom- 
er of a ſelf-righteous Jpirit,, and may get 4 falſe 
operon af Converſion again. Some do\ ſeveral 
times ſtrike upon that rock, therefore he muſt 
be cautioned not to be deceived with the ap- 
pearances 
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pearances of grace; nor to give way to the 
fattery of his own heart; if he ſhould take 


he would not be delivered, relapſes are dange- 
rous; and if he ſhould begin to think ſo, it 
vere beſt to adviſe with thoſe that can inform 
him, before he be confirmed in ſuch an opinion. 
3. To lead him into the underſtanding of his 
own badneſs,and infuſficiency to help himſelf.” This 
is an advantageous time to drive him out of 
himſelf}, and bring on the. work of Converſion. 
When he ſees his own hypocriſie, the beſt. way 
is to follow, till he is quite emptied of himſelf; 
it is good policy to improve a victory, and to 
help him to a thorow ſight of himſelf, that he 
may be prepared for Chriſt. 1 
SOMETIMES after a man has been ſeeking ⁵⁶ 
a while, and has paſſed thorow many Changes, Ml 
there is reaſon to fear that he will leave off, he has 
4 great deal of diſcouragement; others obtain, MW 
and he is left; God don't make the Word 
powerful on his heart, he don't get forward, ⁵⁶ 
and it may be perceived, that he is more ſligh- 
ty than he was. In this Cafe it is beſt, | 
1. To encourage him: for the diſcouragements 
that he is under, are a great cauſe of Apoſtacy ; 
therefore it is beſt to hearten him up: the no- 


tion of the giant-like ſtature of the Canaanires, | 


and the ſtrength of their Walls, was a great in- 


ducement to 1{rael to entertain thoughts of 


in this 
Caſe: 


1 — 


returving back e Et. 80 it is 


p ſuch a perſwaſion again, it is doubtful that | | 
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Caſe: And he may.. be encouraged two mays. 
1. By ſhewing him the poſſibility of his obtaining 


merey. So Caleb told the people they were 


well able to overcome, and if God delighted in 
them, he would bring them in; thus he may 


be encouraged, by ſhewing of him that God 


can help him, and that nothing does appear to 
ſhew that God will not help him; his mercy 


is free, he has pardoned others as bad as he; 
- his Providences to him are conſiſtent with de- 


ſigns of Grace. 
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2. By ſhewing him the wonderful benefit that 


1 be will have if he does obtain mercy; beſides that 


peace and communion with God which he will 
have in this Life, he will enjoy Eternal Salva- 


ien in the other World, which is inconceiveaby 


great. It were a great thing to have his pu- 
niſhmerits moderated, much more to be delive- 
red from them ; it were a great thing to be ſa- 
ved out of Hell, after hundreds of years, grea- 
ter, to be preſerved from coming there: It 
were a great thing to. be kept out of Hell, and 


= ſuffered to live à natural life always upon the 


Earth; greater to be tranſlated into the glorious 
preſence of God, and to be like the Angels of God 


| always beholding the face of the Father; it is 


worth the while to go thorow any difficulty for 


Heaven; Heaven will make amends for all: 


if all the way to Heaven re Rocks and 


Mountains, yet it is wort“! while to tra- 


vel thither. The P eop.2 01 Vr ich Were of- 
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ten told of the excellency of the Land of Ca- 
naan, that it was a Land flowing with milk and 
honey, and a land of vineyards, and olive - yards, & 
wheat and barley : So it is uſeful to ſet before 
him the glorious Happineſs that the People of 
God wil) enjoy in another World. | 

2. To warn him of his danger, for ſecurity has 4 
great hand in Apoſtacy; to remember him what 4 
miſerable condition he would caſt himſelf into, if he 
ſhould caſt off fear, and reftrain Prayer before God. 
Sometimes when men Apoſtatiſe, they fall into 
deſpair ; and God ſuffers them to be miſerably 
hurried and haunted by their own evil Conſci- 
ence, and no means can deliver them; ſo it 
was with Judas. Sometimes God ſhortens 
their days, and don't ſuffer them to continue in 
this world : When they draw back, God with- 
draws protection from them, and they quickly 
dye; When they neglect ſeeking Eternal Life, 
God denies temporal life to them; and ſome- 
times he leaves them to be very wicked; they 
ſometimes become of the number of the baſeſt 


of men. 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21, 22. Mat. 12. 44, 45. 


and they are in dreadful danger of Eternal 
Fire ; and that miſery that no Creature knows 
how to grapple with. Such Conſiderations as 
theſe may help him againft the ſtoth and fligh- 
tineſs of his ſpirit. . 3 


SOMETIMES he complains he is followed 
with Athei ical thoughts; he is frequently _ 
| : lowe 
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. Jowed with queſtions about the Being of Ga 
In this Caſe the Miniſter may, 3 
I. eAcquaint him that though this is à great ſi, 
pet it may be forgiven. There is abundance ofhis is 
eAtheiſm in the hearts of men, the lives 0 
men ſhew that they have much of this ſpirit, bim 
Tit. 1. 16. And many perſons that have com. Ne God 
plained of this, have been afterward Convert. Mon n 
ed; and that ſome Godly men are much exer-· N Ve do 
ciſed with this temptation, Pſal. 73. 12, 13. | 
And therefore though he ſhou!d not make 
light of it, yet he ſhould not draw up any darkneſs 
E concluſions againſt the. poſſibility of his Salva- . 


1 
othing 
herein 


2. Convince him that there is a Jed; arid ſet - 
\tle his heart about that great Truth. 
1. By evidencing to him the Being of Goa, which 
be may dv, eſpecially from the Works of Creation 

- thus. The things which we ſee, are made 
things; they are finite, compounded, corrupti- 
ble, and therefore it # impoſſible they ſhould 
be of themſelves; that which is finite, is not 
Eternal, but was made in time, out of nothing; 
that which is compounded, was compounded not a 
by ſome other thing; that which is corrupti- Ncenne 
ble, has not its being from it ſelf; we could Ftheiſt: 
not de of our ſelves, and therefore the Firſt led b 
man, who was of the {ame nature with us, Every. 
could not be of himſelf; and he that made ¶ be lay 
theſe” things, muſt be an Infinitely Glorious I there 


God: He that could bring the World out, of lmen 
3 4 | N nothing, ; 
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oching, and make the Creatures that are 
herein, with wonderful variety of properties 
nd vertues muſt be one of infinite perfection, 

is is God. Rom. 1. 20. Pſal. 19. 1. 2 

2. By removing thoſe Objettions that prove ſuare - 
him: If that be a ſnare to him, that we de not 
ee God : He may be told, That we don't que- 
jon many other things which we never ſaw. 
Ve doubt not that there are ſuch Countries as | 
rance and Spain. Several things are inviſi- 
le, as the Souls of Men, Angels and Devils, 
mleſs they aſſume a Shape; yet we may be ſa- 
isſied about theſe : There be other ways to 
atisſie us about the Exiſtence of things, beſides 
eeing of them. We know ſome things by 
eaſon, and ſome things by faith, Heb. 11. 3. If 
hat be a temptation to him, that others don't 
elieve the Being of God, he can plainly perceive 
y the lives of men, that whatever they pre- 
end, they do not really think that there is a 
God : He may be told, That though they are 
not fully perſwaded, that there is a God, yet 
they cannot be fully perſwaded that there is 
not a God; they have ſo much light that they 
cannot extinguiſh it; there is not a perfect A- 
tbeiſt in the World: Beſides, Carnal men are 
led by their Corruptions, and their reaſon is 
very much darkned, and there is no weight to 
be laid upon their thoughts. Shall we think 
there be no Antipodes, becauſe ſome ignorant 
men denied it? Shall we queſtion the af 
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1 reaſon, becauſe of the ſottiſnneſs of other men. 
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neſs of the Earth, becauſe ſome others think 
otherwiſe? We may not offer violence toout 


If that be a ſnare to him, to conceive how God 
cam be of himſelf ; how it is poſſible. he ſhould 
be, without being made: He may be told, 
That if that be above bis reaſon to tathom, yet 
that is not contrary to reaſon :; z as it is to think 
that a company of finite thinys, ſhould be of 
themſelves : Beſides, it there are beings, there 
mult of neceſſity be ſome Firſt Being: If the 
reſt be made, yet there muſt be one that was 
not made: To ſay that nothing was made, and 
to ſay that all things are made, are alike ab- 
ſurd ; thoſe things that are made could not 
have been, unleſs there were ſomething that 
was not made 3 ſeeing many things have a be- 
ing, there muſt be one of them that is of him- 
ſelf ; they could not interchangeably make 
© ane another, but there is one who was not 
= made but is of himſelf, who is GOD. 
SOMETIMES be complains that he is fol- 
lowed with horrible injettions, blaſphemous tho'ts, 
and. other wicked thoughts, that are a great at- 


4 flliction to him, and take away the comfort of 


his life, they make _ a terrour to himſell. 
mn this Ca: 
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ver . 
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hink Iſons are violently followed with ſuch thoughts, 
oour they are uſually injected by Satan, they are 
men. ome of his fiery darts ſpoken of, Eph. 6. 16. 
Ged And when he caſts them in, the man is no 


ould I more guilty, than he that hears a man blaf- | 


told, Ipheme: if a man were perfectly holy, that 
„yet could not prevent ſuch injections if God let 
hink NSatan looſe upon him. 6 
de of 2. That his Nature is ſo corrupted, that thoſe 
there Winjeftions do leſs or more taint him. The heart is 
f the Mlike tinder, and theſe temptations will make 
- was ome impreſſion, though he has a deteſtation 
„ and of thoſe thoughts, and labours againſt them, 
e ab- Jyet there is a principle in the heart to fall in 
1 no; with them; and generally upon ſuch occaſions, 
that perſons do contract guilt z and it is but rare if 
a be- Never, that men are meerly paſſive at ſuch a 
him- time: The Sin that is in men, does eaſily beſet 
make them, Heb. 12.1. And therefore it becomes 
s not ¶ him to be confeſſing before God the wretched- 
neſs of his own heart, in ſodering in any de- 

s fol- grees with thoſe temptations. 
tho 3. That ſuch temptations are no ſign that God 
at a- don't love him; he may not gather from thence, 
It. of that God has given him up to Satan; for this 
mſelf. I has been the condition of ſome very Godly men. 
| This is an exerciſe that God has brought 
n, they upon ſome that have been dear to him: As 
an, is Satan is wont to tempt the beſt of men, ſo 
cceed- || ſome of the. choiceſt with theſe ſuggeſtions 3 
n per- this is not too great an affliction to be bro't 
ſous E - uport 
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upon ſuch men as God does love; the De- 
vil may in this manner hurry thoſe that he 
mall. not be able to deſtroy. Paul in like- 
hood had ſome. ſuch temptations, 2 Cor. 1 2, 
J. God for holy ends may ſuffer thoſe whom 
he loves to be thus exerciſed, that they may 
leave their own weakneſs, and be hum- 
bled before God. | Os 

4. That it is not very uſual for God to ſuffer 
men to be long followed with theſe injettions. Iho 
there be ſome inſtances to the contrary, yet 
more ordinarily after a while God does re- 
ſtrain Satan, though no man can determine 
any preciſe time, yet after a while they are 
wont to be removed. God may ſo far hear 
Prayers, as to remeve this affliction. 

- SOMETIMES che complains bitterly of the 
badneſs of bis .own heart, {peaks of it as ex- 
.ceeding bad; he ſays he never ſaw it ſo bad 
as of late, and ſeems to be almoſt diſcoura— 
ged thereby. In this . Cale he may be told, 

1. That the heart of every natural man is ex- 
, Geeding bad. Many times through reſtraints of 


corruption and common grace, the badneſs of 


it is hidden; but the heart of every natural man 


Aeaſperately wicked, Jer. 17. 9. Whatever ap- 


- Pearances it may make, it is utterly corrupt; 
every ſin is unmortifyed : thoſe ſins that they 
have not been accuſtomed to, thoſe fins that 


their tempers don't diſpoſe them to; thoſe ſins 


of whoſe baſeneſs they have the deepeſt ſence 
. cheir hearts are totally empty of all gooduchs, 
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there is not one ſpark of goodneſs in them: that 
the principle of ſin is as ſtrong in them after 
they are inſightened & reformed as ever it was, 
2. That it is neceſſary for him to be convinced of 
the badneſs of bis own heart. When men ſee the 
badneſs of their own hearts, they are ready to 
be diſcouraged ; but they are then in a more 
hopeful condition than before : If men be 
ſtrangers to their own hearts, they will truſt 
in themſelves, and negle& Chriſt. God firſt 
diſcovers to them what they are, and then he 
diſcovers the excellency of ;Chriſt.. to them: 
men will never come to Chriſt, till they are con- 
vinced what corrupt, blind and dead creatures they 
be. And therefore. the more God ſhews him 
of the badneſs of his heart, the more graciouſ- 
ly he deals with him: The  badneſs of the 
heart is matter of ſorrow, but the ſight of that: 
badneſs is matter of incouragement; the more. 
they fee of that, the more hope there is of 
their being prepared for Chriſt. S e a 
3. That it is his beſt way to ſearch his own heart 
further. Many times men will complain bit 


terly of the badneſs of their own hearts, and | 


one time after another give 'an account that: 
they have ſeen more in their hearts than ever, 
they did before; and yet are far from ſeeing 
what they muſt ſee in their own hearts. And 
while it is thus, they ſhould be put upon it to 
ſtudy their hearts, that they may fee more of 
them: Perſons are afraid to ſee, their on 
e nears 
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ing to perſwade themſelves that th 
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hearts, and are wont to ftrive againſt it, ſeek- 
are bet- 
ter, than indeed they be: it croſſes their pride, 
and their falſe hopes, to ſee the badneſs of 
their own hearts; therefore there is need to 
ſtir them up thereunto, and to tell them of 
what conſ ce it is. The ſight of the heart 


i like the opening of a feſtered wound, it 


prepares men for healing; they ſhould be put 
upon it to ſearch themſelves, and led into the 


5 way to do it: particular things may be pro- 


pounded to them to ſearch after ; this is 4 ve- 
xy material thing, for the ſincerity of their 
Converſion has a great dependance upon the 
thorow knowledge of their hearts. 

Queſt. Whether at this time it is not beit to 
ange him to believe on Chriſt, though he does not 
therowly underſtand the badneſs of his own heart? 
 efnſw. 1. It may not be amiſs while he is 


in this condition, te mind him that i: is bis duty 


to believe in Chriſt. And to ſet forth ſome- 
times the Excellency and Sufficiency of Chriſt 
before him, it may be ſeveral ways beneficial 


tao him; it may help him to take notice of the 


contrariety and oppoſttion of his heart to this 
duty, and lead him into a further underſtand- 


ing of the corruption of his Nature; it may 


give ſome check to that ſpirit of ſelf-righte- 
ouſneſs that prevails in him, and make him 
ſenſible of the neceſſity of the Righteouſnels 
of Chriſt unto his Juſtification 3. it may ſerve 
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to encourage as to the poſſibility of his Salva- 


tion, and convince him, that he is capable to 55 


be brought into a ſtate of Salvation. | 
2. et there is. no ground to hope, that till he tho- 
rowly ſees himſelf, he will accept the er of the 
Goſpel: Men muſt be firſt humbled before they 
will believe. Invitations to come to Chriſt 
will never be ſucceſsful, till men are driven out 
from all their falſe refuges ; they may hear the 
moſt powerful arguments with a great deal of 
evidence and affection, but they will not be o- 
bedient; either they will be afraid to come to 
Chriſt, and have one thing or other to object; 
they will be fearful, becauſe they fee ſo much 
fin, or becauſe they dgn't know that God means 
them, or they have nt the inward Call of the 
Golpe!. Under ' ſome notion or other 
they will not come, or elſe they will come in & 
preſurptuous manner, and pretend to believe, 
when they do not indeed believe : Either they 
will be born down with Unbelief, or they will 
get a falſe Faith, 
SOMETIMES the man complains that he has 


not encouraging Scriptures come to him, and there- 


fore he fears that he is, not under the work o 


the Spirit: Other men have encouraging Scrip- 
tures brought to them, and therefore God don't 
deal with him, as with thoſe. he is wont to 


Convert. In this Caſe the Minifter may tel} 
him, by PAY > pg 
1. That if be have ſupporting conſiderations caft 


T3 inte 
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into his heart, that is ſufficient ; there is no ne- 


ceſſity to have incouraging Scriptures to come 
with a great deal of power upon his heart; 
there is need of ſome ſupporting conſiderati- 
one, to maintain an hope, and to keep him 
from deſpair: and if the heart be but fupport- 
ed with an hope that he may obtain at laſt, 
that is fufficient. God deals very variouſly 
with men; ſome that have many encouraging 
Scriptures, do never obtain mercy. | 
2. That if he does continue to wait upon God, he 
9 have encouraging Scriptures come to him after 
= while. God knows what he ſtands in need 
=— of, and dow't tir up himſelf to the ſame method, as 
to the circum t ances of the Þork He uſes a great 
deal of variety; ſcarce two perſons are carried 
on exactly after the. ſame manner; - ſome have 
more incouragement towards the beginning, & 
others towards the latter end of the work. 
"SOMETIMES he fays, that if he were ſure 
ee obtain, be could be willing to take any pains : 
Tea, though God ſhould hold him waiting a 
= Jong while; and he could be content to go 
= through any anguiſh of ſpirit ; but that which 
fins his heart and makes him dull, is, that he 
is not certain of ſucceſs. In this Caſe he may 
de told by the Miniſter, 5 
I. That all that have obtained mercy, have 
= fought upon the incouragement that they might ob- 
| rain merry. They did not know what the iſſue 


= of ic would be; the poſſibility of it was wha | 
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which bore up their hearts in uſing of means; 
they had ſome hope mingled with fear, and if 
„ they had not ſought upon the incouragement | 
of the poſſibility, they had certainly gone with- 
him out mercy. The Sick man does not ſay he will  Þ 
vort Inot uſe means, unleſs he were certain of a Cure- i 
laſt, The Merchant don't ſay that he will not ſend 
Duſly his Ship to Sea, unleſs he were certain of a 
ging Eproſperous Voyage: The Husbandman don't 
tay that he will not Plow and Sow his Land, 
4, he unleſs he were certain of a good Crop; Men 
after muſt wait upon God, upon this encourage- 
need ment, that they may obtain mercy, Jon. 2.8, 9. 
d, as 2. That the meer loſs of their pains is a ſinal 
Treat ¶ Natter. It will be a dreadful thing for a man 
Tied Eto loſe his Soul; but the meer los of their la- 
1ave I bour is a ſmall matter. A man may well ven- 
„ & ture the loſs of his labour, in hope of the Sal- 
vation of his Soul: A man that is fick, will 
ſure ¶ venture the loſs of a little expence for the pre- 
ins : ſervation of his life: Men have no cauſe to be 
ig a If very ſcrupulous about the loſs of their pains: | 
go The loſs of their Souls will be far ſorer. 
mich 3. I is not fit that men ſhould be ſure to obtain 
he mercy, till they do believe in Chriſf. There is fe- 
may curity enough, that if they do believe in Chriff, 
they ſhall be ſaved : And there is no reaſon that 
dave God ſhould be defired to make a N ew-Cove- 
ob- nant, and fecure Salvation tu any other Conditi- 
ſſue an > God has deſcended low enough when he 
hat promiſe Sal vation to believing 3 and it is too | 
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much for any mau to deſire that God ſhould 
pPromiſe it to Praying, to Reading, to Reform- 
in, Ge. Eſpecially ſeeing thoſe things are done 
with a falſe heart, only for Salvation. 

4. If men be thorowly ſcared with the danger of 
Damnation, they will readily improve their poſſibili- 
t, and not ſtand for aſſurance of ſucceſs. Men 
will be glad of a poſſibility, and not neglect 
means, becauſe they have no more incourage- 

ment : If a man be caſt into the Sea, he will 
not neglect Swimming, becauſe he is not cer- 
tain that he can ſwim to the Shore: It a man 
be purſued by an Enemy, he will not ſtand ſtill, 
becauſe he is not certain that he ſhall get clear. 
lf men ſtand convinced of their dreadful dan- 
ger in neglecting to ſeek, they will betale 

themſelves. to the uſe of means at a venture, 
rather than run the hazard of their Souls. 
SOME TIMES he complains that after he has 
told the e Mini ſter bow it is with him, it ſeems to 
him as if he had told à company of lies; and he 
is terrified with the . apprehenſion of it. In 
this Cafe he may be told, | 5 
I. That theſe tho'ts riſe partly from the fright- 
E  fulneſs of his Conſcience. . He is in a terrified 
condition, and ſo the found of .a. ſhaking leaf 
will ſcare him; and he flees-wher none purſueth; 
he imagines dangers where there be none ; he 
has a, humbling guilty Conſcience, and is afraid 
that he ſins when he don't, and is ready to 
charge things upon himſelf without cane 
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2. That theſe thoughts ariſe from thoſe contrary 
workings that are in his own heart. metimes 


he has a great ſence of danger, ſometimes he' 
has but little ſence of it: ſometimes he is - 
fraid he has committed the Vnpardonable Sin, 
and then he is not afraid of it : he has great 
variety and change of frames, and whatever 
account he gives of the workings of his own 
heart, he has had ſome contrary workings 
thereunto ; ſo that after he has told what wor- 
kings of heart he had, he has reflections, be- 
_-y_ he remembers ſome contrary workings of 
eart. | 

SOMETIMES æ man that has been ſeeking af- 


ter peace with God 4 great while, leaves off for ſome -- 


months together, he is followed with guilr, and 
comes and makes his Cafe known unto the Mi- 
niſter : In this Caſe it is very ſuitable, 

I. To reprove him for his backſliding, and ſet 
before him the ſinfulneſs of what he has done, and 
the danger that he has expoſed himſelf unto : 
he has quenched the Spirit, the tendency of whoſe 
motions was for his good ; he has finned againft 
a great deal of light; when he was in a more 
hopeful way, he has relapſed into a forrowful 
condition; he has loſt ground, and has a great 
deal of his work to do over again: God muſt - 
needs be greatly provoked with him. NS 
2. To encourage him notwithſtanding, by aſſuring 
of him, that he is capable of mercy. God invites 
Backſliders to return unto him: Perſons. are 

1 | ſometimes 
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AJ ometimes cured of relapſes : God has .merd 
enough to pardon ſuch fins, ſeveral perſons 
have had experience of it: ſometimes the firſt 
attempt is not ſucceſsful; (as when Daria at- 
tempted to bring the Ark into; the place pre- 
pared for it) but the next time he proſpered. 
3. To. warn them that they do not ſo again. 
They are in. great danger, becauſe they have 
done ſo already: A Beaft that has once tired, 
is more ready to do ſo again: Thoſe tempta- 
tions that have prevailed upon them, are more 
like to prevail again; and if they get an habit 
of backſliding, they will be the more incura- 
ble: Cuſtom in any evil way, naturalizes it to 
men: They run more readily into the ſame. 
< SOMETIMES 4 man goes on in 4 way of 
ſeeking 4 great while, yet ſeems to be at à ſtand, 
the work don't go forward: he has the ſame 
fears, the ſame complaints, ſees nothing fur- 
ther into his own heart; he is like a man in 
a Chronical Diſeaſe, that notwithſtanding all 
Medicines, continues much in the ſame po- 
Wh ſture, he is neither much worſe, nor mnch 
better; like a Ship that beats upon the Coaſt 
day by day, and can't get in. In this Caſe 
I - the. Miniſter may, 
E © I. Mind him that he may quickly die. The 
ſence of approaching Death is very terrify- 
ing, and will ſtir up men to do their ut- 
moſt: The face of Death is terrible, and it 
| may be very profitable to work upon them, 


5 

* 

.* 
| 1 
$ 
oF 
* 
: * 


1 


\ 


an 


a ſenc 
away 
them 
goeth 
way b 
Iſraeli. 
to go 
God, 
anger. 
1 
own he 
be at 
ation 
rom 
o anc 
heir 
don't 
Exam 
hat a 
Er, 
he 11 
aitir 
ewe 
ver Tr 
hey t 
md te 
omp: 
tand 
Treat 
ant 
alvai 


erd Fm that they may be quickly ſuatched 
"1008 Baway ; they have the ſeeds of all Diſeaſes in 
AartFthem ; Gods Judgments are as a light that 
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way before they are aware: Many of the 
ſraclites that went out of Egypt, did not live 
to go into Canaan: Their way is offenſive to 
God, and 1o he may take them away in his 
anger. 

2. To convince them, that they cannot make their 
own hearts better. One thing that makes men 
be at a ſtand is, that they are waiting in expe- 
Ration to mend their own hearts; they hope 
rom Sabbath to Sabbath, and from one Duty / 
o another; and though they fail hitherto of 
heir expectation: they find that Afflictions 
lon't do it, nor Ordinances, nor Mercies, nor 
Examples; yet they are promiſing themſelves 
hat after a while, they ſhall make t hem bet- 
er, and it is fit they ſhould be convinced of 


g all de impoſſibility of that; Their hoping and 

Po- Faiting for that is their mare: They may be 

we hewed how it is quite beyond their power : what- 
oa 


Caſe 
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ver reſolutions they take up, whatever pains 
hey take, whatever encouragements, afflictions 


md terrours they have, yet it is beyond the 


compaſs of their power; they cannot under- 
tand the excellency of God and Chrift, or the 
great evil bf Sin: Sin governs them, and they 


ant ſubdue it: Self-love may make them ſeek 
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Men cannot be ſcared out of a ſinful Eftate, 
though they may out of ſome ſinful practices. 
3. To poſſeſs them that God is very angry with 
the pains they take. For 


ficiency is, becauſe they live upon their Duties; 
though they don't think that their Duties do 
juſtifie them, yet they do pacifie their Conſci- 
ences with them; and they think that God 
will have a reſpe& to the pains they take: they 
do what they can, and they do more than ſome 
others; and they hope they ſtand upon better 
terms with God than formerly; and though 
they ſpeak of their own badneſs, yet they i- 
magine ſo much of their own goodneſs, as that 
they think it will be an hard caſe for God to 
damn them: Therefore they ſhould be convin- 


ced upon what terms they ſtand with God; 


that as there is no merit in their duties, ſo 


l * 


Conver 


had of late 


as are wont immediately to procure ſubmiſſion 


"there is nothing to move God to pity them, nor 


to abate the anger of God towards them; but 
their beſt duties are provòcations, and imputed 


to them as fins. | 


- SOMETIMES a man that has been in 4 very 
bopeful way quickly to get through the work of 
| fion, returns again to his old poſtures; he 
great Convictions of the badneſs of 
his awn heart, the hypocriſie of his duties, the 
inſufficiency of any thing of his own to gain 
Gods favour, and has fuch workings of heart 


t0 


- >. 


they make no more pro- 


to Gc 
little 
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to God, and a work of Humiliation, and in a 
little time tacks about, and is remote from 
Humiliation as he uſed to be: As the Children 
of Iſrael when they were almoſt ready to enter. 1 
into Canaan, tetcht a Compaſs, and wandered a - 
long time in the Wilderneſs. In this Caſe the JF 
Miniſter may, — "on 
1. Warn him that he be not afraid to ſee the 
badneſs of his own heart. For perſons that have 
been praying for it, are yet afraid of it when 
it comes to. It is ſuch a doleful & uncomfor- 
table Spectacle that they cannot bear to behold 
it; the ſenſe of it is ſo croſs to their pride, and 
ſtirs up ſuch fears of Damnation, that they 
cannot tell how to away with it, and labour te 
hide it from themſelves, and to get ſuch affe- 
ions as may comfort them; but they ſhould 
be told, that there is no cauſe for them to fear 
to ſee their own hearts, for it is dangerous to 
be ignorant of them, but not dangerous to ſee 
them; the ſight of the heart is awful, but not 
hurtful ; the heart is bad whether they ſee it 
or no, and they muſt ſee it before it be better: 
The Chyrurgeon muſt come to the bottom of 
the Wound before he heals it. « 
2. Inftrutt him, that there is a neceſſity of his 
ſubmiſſions to God; for his oppoſition to that 
has made him to quench thoſe Convi&ions 
of the Spirit which he had. He cculd not 
bear to yield himſelf a priſoner into the - 
hands of God, and to lie at his foot wait- 
eg ” apa "6 ; „„ 


| | Kitt 
ing for mercy, and that has put him upon 
it to deliver himfelf from thoſe Convictions 
that ſed that way; but he muft be inſtruct- 
ed, that there is a neceſſity of ſubmitting 
Himſelf to God; he cannot help himſelf, & 
God is not bound to help him; God may 
Aieave him to 
as he -magnifies himſelf, and refuſes to reſign 
+ ap himſelf to God, God will not diſcover 
"Thrift to him; be may pray, but he will 
mot be heard: God reſiſts the proud. Ki 

SOMETIMES he is afraid that his Convicti- 

on are not like the Convictions of other men, and 
Et bath ſeveral arguments to ſtrengthen thoſe 
rs. ; 

One Argument is, that his Convictions are 
on the workings of natural Conſcience, and not 
from the Spirit of God: his Convictions are 
from the workings of his own- thoughts; but 
dhe may be told, the way of the Spirits work- 
ing when it does convince men, is by inlightning 

natural Conſcience ; the Spirit does not 'work by 
giving a teſtimony, but by aſſiſting natural Conſci- 
ente te do its work: Natural Conſcience is the 
inſtrument in che hand of God to accuſe, con- 
demn, terrifie, and to urge to duty: The Spi- 
rit of God leads men into the conſideration of 
their danger, and make them to be affected 
©. therewith, Prov. 20. 27. The ſpirit of man is the 
anale of the Lord, ſearching all the inward. parts 
the belg. When men's own hearts are ftir- 
Wes — - C1w$ 


- 4 | : - - : F ” 4 


: — 


periſh if he will, and fo long 


Wird of God, are from the Spirit of God. 
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ting them up to Sin, & they have many reaſo- 

nings about it, that is no ſign that Satan is not 
buſie with them: So when their own: hearts: 
are accuſing and frighting of them, it is no ſign 
that the Spirit of God is not at work witts. 
them : All he regular actings of Conſcience, - *! 
all thoſe Convictions that are according to hs 


Another Argument i is, that his terror, are not 
ſo great as other mens. Many others have ſuch 
terrors that they are ſwallowed up therewith, 
almoſt diſtracted ;, all the Town may take notice 
of it; but his terrors are more moderate * 
far : But he may be told, 

That there is great diverſ ity in the degrees "of a 
mens, trouble: Every man muſt. have 8 much 
trouble, as to make him ſtrive earneſtly after 
Salvation, and do what he can do in order to "i 
it; ſo much as to make him thorowly to . i 
fem and earneſtly to f#rive to get into a Con- 
verted Condition. Every Ship that performs. 
its Voyage, muſt have ſo much Wind as may 4 q 
make the Ship Sail; but ſome Ships have ſtron- x 
ger and_ more tempeſtuous winds than others 
have. Some men are ot more tender ſpirit, & WM 
leſs will prevail upon them, than upon others; TS Me l 
and ſome men 'whoſe troubles are but ſmall ar ü 
the beginning, do grow afterwards to à great 
height: God uſes his Sovereſgnty very much as 
to Jy degree of mens trouble. 


+ NNE, Argument is, that tie e did 205 
G 2 : begin 


5 
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begin when other mens did. Many others have 
been ſmitten in the Preaching of the Word, the 
Word of God has heen like a ſharp ſword in 
their heart; but his troubles came from the 

- examples of ochers, or from ſome aſfiction, or 

from his fall into ſome ſin : But he may be told, 
That it is all one from what occaſian his troubles 

did ariſe, provided that he be but convinced of the 
abſolute neceſſity of preſent R oconciliation, and be 
but earneſt in his endeavours after that: Though 
the Word be a principal means of Converfion, 
yet God may bleis what means he will to 
do the work, Luke 3. 10, 12, 14. Fer. 
2. 24. Examples failh, and Afflictions have a 
great ten dency this way. Whatever be the 
m2ans of mens Reformation, yet if men be re- 
| form it is well: 34 would have men to 
mice uſe of Provil-uces as well as Ordinances, 

there s 19e Gul in then, Mic. 6. 9. 

F Anher unit is, Brieauſe he dors not ſee 
the evil »f Sin. He ſees a great deal of danger, 
but he det not (ee the evil of fin, he thinks 
that 5=her mea (22 more than he ſees ; but he 

may be told, 

EF Tot other men diu never ſee the great evil of ſin, 

until they are Co verted. Men may ſee a moral 

evil in ſin, an! a great deal of the vanity and 

& folly of it, though they are not under a prepa- 

E ratory work of the Spirit; but they never come 

to ſee the great evil of fin," until they are 

E Converted. Men have not a Spiritual Under- 
1 N ſtanding 


. 


4 
: 


| 
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work of the Spirit, no ſuch things can be ex- 
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ſtanding given them, till they are Converted ; 
they don't hate fin, until they are Converted 5 
ſo long as they remain under the preparatory: 


pected from them, as are peculiar to Saints: 
When once men come to ſee the evil of ſin, 
they alſo ſee the Glory of God; they do mor- 
tify their ſins, and are brought into a . 0E 

Sanctification. 


Another Argument is, . he dont ele; * 
per in his ſeekings , he has been ſeeking a long 
time, and yet God ſtands at a- diſtance from 1 
him, other men get thro? it quickly; ſome 
that began a lohg time ſince him, have obtain- 
ed peace with God, but he is left yet in a deplo--- il 
rable condition: But he may be told. 

That it is a common thing with God to Convert © 
ſome in a far ſhorter time than others. One Ship 
may fpend twice as much time as another in 
performing the ſame Voyage; one mans diſeaſe -: | 
may be broke in far leſs time than another 
mans. Some men hawemore temptations and 
hindrances than others; the Spirit purſues ſome 
men more cloſely than others: and thoſe that 
are longer under the work, may be as ſoundi7ß 
Converted at laſt. The great reaſon why men 
do not hitherto proſper in their ſeekings, is not 


that their firſt troubles were not like the trou- 
bles of other men, but becauſe they truſt in 
thein .own. righteouſneſs, and are not yet con- 


G8 3 vin 


F 


* 7a 


. 


2 be Converted, and in thoſe that ſhall. not. 


Tem 


lives, and labour to be Converted. 
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vineed of their own helpleſs condition, and 


2 the- badneſs of their own hearts. 


Queſt. But are not ſome mens Convictions al 
Terrors Saving ? Is there not 4 difference all along 
in the terrors of them that are Elett, and them that 
are R fpropate ? 

Anſw. There is no difference for a great while 
| between the Frivings of the Spirit in thoſe that ſhal 


As there 
may be no difference in the Voyages of two 


Ships for a pretty while, one of which at laſt 
arrives in the Harbour, and the other is Caſt-a- 
way; So it is here. Thoſe that ſhall never be 
Converted, may have the ſame experiences for 
a conſiderable time; that thoſe have that ſhall 
be Converted ; there may be no difference in 
their Amakenings, in their Reformations, in their 

mptations, in their Encouragments, nor, in re- 
ſpe& of their Frames. This does appear, 

1. Becauſe thoſe ſtrivings that men may have, 
that fhall never be Convert ed, are fufficient to bring 
men forward towards Chriſt. There is no necet- 
fity at all, that the Elect ſhould” have any o- 


ther firivirigs for a time, than what are com- 


mon to Reprobates; the Convictions that Re- 
probates may have, are ſufficient to bring men 


torward towards Chriſt; thoſe terrors that Re- 


robates may have, are ſufficient to wean them 
rom the World, to make them reform their 


If men have 
dat ſuch a ſenle of Nel as many Reprobates 


have 
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have had, there is no danger but they will take 
pains to be ſaved, Pſal. 78. 34, Tho' this will 
not Convert them, yet it will bring them near- 

er to the Kingdom of God, then they were; it 
will make them travel towards Chriſt, and o- 
vercome ſeveral impediments that lay in the 
way of their Converſion ; though they don't 
ſee the great evil of ſin, yet they will be afraid 
of it ; though they don't ſee the excellency of - 
Holineſs, yet they will ſeek after it: Common 
Convictions are a preparation for Converſion. 

2. They that are to be Converted, are not capa- 
ble of any ſtrivings of the Spirit, but what are com- 
mon, till they come to be humbled, and to believe. 
It is a pritty while after God begins to ſtrive 
with the Ele&, before they come to be hum- 
bled, and to believe in Chriſt ; and before 
that, they are not capable of any ſtrivings, 
but what are common. What can there be, 
but what is common to other men ? Other 
men have fears of Hell and Judgment, ſenſe 
of Wrath, moral Convictions of the evil of 
Sin; encouragements, many diſcoveries of | 
vileneſs in their own hearts, and deceitful- 
neſs : And what can theſe have more before 
they are humbled ? They are not. capable 
yet to. ſee the evil of Sin, the excellency of 
Chriſt, nor of godly ſorrow, nor of ſincere 
defires, becauſe they are not Converted. 4 
Why may not a Reprobate have as much 
Conviction as they? What are they cap ö 


: Q 
J * % 
5 


\ 


| their immediate "effe&s? What Rules have we 
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of in their preſent Circumſtances, but what 
many have had that are now in Hell? Some 


ſpeak of a Saving Conviction, and Contrition; 
What is it? if it be only of Hell & Wrath, 
Reprobates have ſuch as well as they; it 
can't be the great evil of fin, for none can 


Tee that, But they that are Converted : Na- 


tural men are blind, Rev. 3. 17. 

3. If there be a difference, men might be 4- 
ble to tell what the difference is, and apply it. 
There is a difference between common grace and 


| Javing grace, and we are able to give an account 


what it is: So if there were a difference be- 
tween the Convictions of the Elect and Repro- 
bate, we might be able from the Word of God 


to tell what the difference is; if ordinary men 


could not do it, yet it might be expected, that 


ſuch as have a deeper inſight into the Scrip- 
tures ſhould: There God gives us Rules to 


diſcern the difference that is in his Diſpenſati- 


ons; but no man in the world is able to tell 
what Convictions of Wrath and Hell are 
Har to Ele& Sinners, and what are peculiar to - 


Pecu- 


Reprobates. Can we diſtinguiſh them by their 
kinds, by their degree, by their continuance, by 


to guide us in this matter? And can we make 


an application to perſons ? If Sinners give us 


a true account of their terrors, can we tell one 
chat his Convictions are ſuch as are proper to 
the Elect, and they will end in Converſion. 


= WW 
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and another, that his Convictions are the Con- 
victions of Repr obates, and that they will end 
in Damnation? This would be à bold Under- 
taking of any man; the Scripture 1s ſilent about 
it; yea, the Scripture ſpeaks the contrary, Luk. 


12. 52, them that were entring in ye hindred. 


SOM3TIMES the man is afraid that he ſhall 
zickly, and lives in à great deal of torment up- 
on that account. He is in anguiſh of ſpirit ; this 
frame riſes either meerly from his ſenſæ of 
Gods anger, he thinks God will preſently pour 
out his Wrath; or ſometimes befides this, 
there is ſomething in Providence that looks 
that way, or {ome would come to him that 
makes him fear it; as that, Ser thine houſe in 


ſhalt dve and not line. 


Caſe he ſhould be told by the Miniſter, 


order, for thou 


In this 


1. That he ought ut to take up (uch 2 Oncluſi- 
No man ſhould believe any thing that 
may be falſe : He hu no ſufficient grounds to 
draw up any ſuch pere nptory concluſion, for 
the thing it ſelf is uncertain ; Gods anger does 
not ſhew it; God has been angry with him x 
long time, yet he lives; neither do thoſe other 
ſigns ſhew that it ſhall be; ſuch things have 


oftentimes failed. 


2. That it is not ſo uſual with God to take me 
away when they are under earneſt endeavours to be- 


Converted. God threatens Sinners to take them 
When 


away in the time of their ſecurity 
they ſay peace, peace, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. 


e Mat . 24. | 
48. 


il 


= hafte to be Converted : 


_ * 
. = 
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48. Though ſometimes men do dye that are 
ſeeking after peace with God, and to all appea- 
Trance have not found; yet this is not an ordi- 


* 


nary diſpenſation.” When he is ſtriving by his 


Spirit to bring 
hopeful fign that God will wait a while - upon 


them to Repentance, it is an 


them; if we knock at a mans door, and they 
be af faſt and' don't ſtir to open the door, we 


are wont to go away; but if we perceive that 


they are riſing and preparing to open the door, 


ve are content to wait a-while. 
y ſtays to ſee what work men will make of it. 


God general- 


3. That he has indeed no certainty. of his life; 


ö his body 
deny. God has been much provoked by. him, 


is mortal and frail, and many men dye ſud- 


and may juſtly ſnatch him away by a fadden 


© ſtroke. Many times men have very little war- 
ning of Death, the fear of death is of great uſe 
1 forward the work of Converſion: If men 
far away the evil day, they thereby harden 
their hearts; the right numbring of their days, is 


a means to make them apply their hearts to wiſ- 


dom; Pſal. go. 12. Upon this account it. is good 


to nouriſh awful fears of death that makes 
men ſenſible of the vanity of the World, of the 
dangerouſneſs of Sin, of the neceſſity of making 


therefore Miniſters 


ſhould ſay nothing to perſwade them, that they 


ae in no danger, for they are in real danger, 
= and its beſt for them to have the ſenſe of it; 
chis win folemnize their ſpirits, and quicken 


them 


deliv 
be tc 
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them to their work; when atraid of Death, 


2 


they will be willing to take pains, and not be 
hindred by temptations. & 218. 809 


SOMETIMES he complains that he finds 4 
dreadful murmur ing ſpirit; he is-dreadful apt to 
quarrel with God, and can't tel} how to juſtifie 
him: it is a great terror to him, yet he cannot 
deliver himſelt from it. In this Caſe he may 
be told, : 

I. That it is generally ſo with men under the 
work of preparation. There's ſcarce any but has 
experience of it. Men can hardly bear out- 
ward afflictions, much leſs appearances of dam- 
nation: When awakened Sinners are called up- 
on to ſubmit to God, yield themſelves priſoners 
to him, there are two courſes that men take to 
avoid it; One is, to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of 
their own ; they ftrive to pacify the anger of 
God, they would fain'do ſomething to ingage 
the heart of God to ſave them. Upon that 
account they pray affectionately, they are ex- 
act in their out ward carriage, they ſtrive to 
make their hearts better: The Other way is, 
when they find that their danger continue after 
all their pains, they quarrel with God, object a- 
gainſt his/Diſpenſations, find fault with him; 
they are in a tumult, their hearts are in an up- 
roar, and they are murmuring againſt Gods 


art I | Re | 
2. That he may ſee much of his own heart in 
theſe murmurings. And indeed theſe murmur- 


4 


n 
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ings are a great occaſion ſometimes to bring the 
men off from their own righteouſneſſtz : Therefore ] *cc*] 
it is good to lead him on this occaſion intojthe | Heitl 
ſenſe of the wretchedneſs of his heart ; he may men 
IAſee in theſe workings much of his own hypocrifiz, whet 
he has owned many times the need he has off the 
free mercy ; and that he deſerved Condemna- ÞPlen« 
tion; yet now he murmursas if God owed Sal- neſs 
vation to him; he may ſee much of the Pride | off a 
of his own heart, in riſing up againſt God, and. 2 
of his boldzeſs, and of his enmity to God; theſe Sover 
workings of heart dos diſcover a dreadful} titud 
fountain of Sin within. "DE * 
Is Lee Objettions which his heart makes 2 a 
again *s proceeding are cauſeleſs. He mayvl not 7 
be thew'd pereieularly, chat the oo of God 0 of his 
rigbieous, and that men have no reaſon to mur- Decr 
mur againſt him. It ſhould be cleared up to them 
him, that God has great cauſe to find fault with from 
| _ but he has no cauſe to find fault with] his] 
"+ 1--1f net OBJECTS, that men are brot of "4 
” wider à neceſſity of ſinning, and yet are puniſhed for 
fen. Sin bewn DBCRAED 5 wg 1425 | 
committed, yet it is puniſhed. He may be told, he 15 
1. That the DECREES of GOD dogs not at all V 7 
' anfringe the liberty of man Though the Decrees 7 
-bringh a neceſſity, yet men act as freely, as if Te 
there were no Decrees. The Decree of God Y 
offers no violence to the will of man; men core 


e the ways of ſn I. 56; 3. And therefore th 
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the Decree is no excuſe for Sin: Men a 
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accept it when any wrong is done unto them, 
neither will God accept it as an excuſe; 
men act their own pleaſure and diſpoſitions 
when. they ſin: The neceflity riſing from 
the Decree, don't take away the commenda- 
bleneſs of good actions, nor the blameable- 
nels of bad actions; this neceſſity don't cut: 
off all rewards and puniſhments. 

2. That in this Decree, God dots but * his 
Sovereign Liberty. If God will make a mul- 
titude of Men and Angels, muſt he be bound 
to bring them all to Eternal Life? Who ſhall 
lay a prohibition upon God, that he ſhall 
not make uſe of ſome of them for the Glo! 
of his Fuſtice ? If it be injurious for God tog 
Decree that men ſhall ſin,” and then puniſſu 
them for their ſin, then he is utterly cut off 
from all opportunity for the glorifying of 
his Juſtice 4 but it is worth the while fer 
Men and 2 to ſuffer for the manifeſtation 
of Gods Vindictive Juſtite. | 

2. If the man OBJECTS that the ſin of A- 
DAM zs imputed to him, and upon that account 
he iñ deprived of Orivinal Holineſs ; whereas. be 
Was not at all attive in it, and gave no conſent 
unto it. He may be told, | 


1. That men in many caſes have 4 power to 
appoint others to repreſent them; and they are 4 
weordingly bound to ſtand or fall according 


a cartiage of 1 Reproſentatives - Ven; 
? 


men 
4 
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LIE Ave a Power to make Repreſentatives for 
xs 3 theſe things are common in matters of 
'a. Civil % Why then may not God, 
Abbe. hath more power over men, than they 
Have over themſelves, appoint one to repre- 
them, to act on their behalf, according to 
| whole carriage, they ſhould ſtand or fall? 
2. That this was à fair and probable may for the 
1500 of Mankind ; it was as hopeful a way as for 
every man to ſtand for himſelf There was leſs 
Iikehhood ' that all Adams Poſterity ſhould 
and, then that he ſhould ſtand; not only 
from the perſonal qualifications of Adam, which 


were certainly greater than his Poſterity would 


Have had in t _—_ of their Childhood ; but 
becauſe: Adam was under an , exceeding great 
Bond, he had a great Charge upon him; the 
Happineſs of all his Poſterity having a great 
 Qependance upon his Carriage. Adam had not 
only the care of his own Soul upon him, but 
he Rood. intruſted for many Millions that 
were to diſcend from him; and it was, proba- 


ble, that that Confideration ſhould make him 


more careful to keep Gods Covenant. 


3. If the man OBJECTS againft the Severity 


$ of Gods Law, that puniſhes men with Everlaft ig 
Damnation. He may be told, 


? 1. That it is very meet that be ſhould appoint 


ſuch 2 4s might be a great reſtraint to en 
$ ſinni If God had 3 ſome little 
uh: ent, men 3 been more * Plaf 


en OY 
to break the Law of God. Experience ſhews| 

that this ſevere puniſhment is not ſufficient ts 
keep multitudes from living in a way of fin; 
if the | puniſhment had been leſs, men would 
have regarded it but little. ** 


- 


; ; 
4 1 


2. It was very meet that God ſhould appoint a al 
puniſhment that was ſuitable for the vindicution of 
his Name. God loves hitnſelf, and his Name | 
is dear to him; and it becomes God to annex 
ſuch a penalty to his Law, as that his Great 
Name might be vindicated : God is a Great 
God, and therefore Sin is a great Evil; and itt i 
is very fit that if fin be puniſhed, there be a 
puniſhment appointed ſome ways proportiona- 
ble to the great evil of Sin. IT 0002-0 ' 

3. That by Gods appointing ſo dreadful a pu— i” 
niſhment, he males no man miſerable. God holds 
out the point of a ſword, this will do them nd 
hurt if they don't run againſt it: God makes #' 
dreadful pit, this will hurt no man if he don't: 
run into it: Gods Law makes no man miſerable”; 
they make themſelves miſerable, and are eruel 
to their own Souls, when they fin againſt him. 
4. The puniſhment appointed for ſin, is no greater il 4 
than the recompence of Obedience. There is a2 
equality in the Law, the Law is as boutitiful to Ml 
the Obedient, as ſevere to the DiſobedWnt : I il 
the Law did appoint little rewards of Obedi- 
ence, and great puniſhments of DifWedience, 
men would have more ſhew for their com- 
Plaints, but the reward is as great as the i 


* 
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ent. | Heaven is as good, as Hell 5s 


(FS IETL ; | 90624 BS - 
4. If be OBJECTS, That God bas ſhewed 1 
mercy: te others that have not taken ſo much pains | © 

as he : God pardons others, and gives grace to 

others, but denies him. He may be told. ſto 
1. That bis Labour and Service does lay no bond || 
pon God to ſhew mercy. to him. Whatever he bn 
Has'pretended in his Prayers, he has no true | 
regard to the Glory of God, he has minded | ©” 

nothing higher than his own Salvation; be | 0 

Has been ferving himſelf, and not God. God 1 * {l 

as no ways: obliged to give him ſuch a reward, but 
he has not merited grace, but has merited 
| . Condemnation by ſuch ſervices ; There is no- | 

thing m ſuch ſervices to work upon the mercy 

of God ; God's mercy is not moved by any ex- q 

Ternal thing, there is nothing in thoſe Services 5, 
to ingage the Juſtice of God, they are far from | %**. 


being meritorious ; there is nothing to engage don 
the Faithfulneſs of God: God has made no ab- 18 


ſolute promiſes to any hypocritical pray ers. 
2. That God has a liberty to beſtow his Grace 7 
wpon whem he will. Mercy is Gods own, and he 
Wil make choice who ſhall be the ſubjects of I. ? 
God is maſter. of his own gifts, will be- 
to ie upon one, and deny them to others. 


It is juſt for God to deny all Sinners Saving the 
Mer 8 8 if he pleaſes to have mercy upon 17 
but he 


cy 
ſome, may preſcribe who they ſhall be; 
but he may chuſe one, and refuſe another, 
93 75 F 3 Va, 3+ Thai 


a - 4 


„ e e,, 


3. That God never did beftow ſaving mercy uon 


any Sinner, while he quarrelled againſt his proceed. 5 


ing. Before ever others had mercy, their ſpi⸗ 


rits were brought down, and they were bro't 


to juſtifie God, and lie at his foot; if they had 
ſtood it out as he does, they ſhould have gone 
without ſaving mercy, Iſa. 45- 23. _ To me every 
knee ſhall bow. AND 3 Yr A JE Hd 


5- If he OBJECTS that he has done what he | 4 


can, and yet God denies Grace to him. He 
ſhould not think much of it, if he gave way. to 
a ſluggiſh ſpirit, and carried himſelf viciouſly, 


but he does what he can, and what would God 


o 
= 


have more. He may be told, | 

I. That if he does what he can, he may not chal= | 
lenge mercy from thence. By what Law will he 
demand faving grace becauſe of that? That nl 
does not in its own nature take away Gods Li- 
berty and his Soveraignty : there is no wrong 
done him, if God ſees cauſe to deny him ; 


neither is there any promiſe whereby God has 


obliged himſelf to thoſe that do al} they can; 
God has left it in his own liberty to deny them, 
if he pleaſes. eee 
2. That he doth not what he can. It may be 


he is otherwiſe very faulty, but however he f 4 


don't do what he can, becauſe he does not own 
the Sovereignty of god; he don't juſtiſie God, il 
nor acknowledge that God may ' juſtly reject 
him after all. Indeed he can't do this withour 
help from God, ſo he can't pray and reform, 
F e without 


7 
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Wichout aſſiſtance: Yer this is a thing that he 
E can. do, principles of nature may produce this 
3 2, Wany. natural men have come to this; 


men that have no natural principle have re- 
| up themſelves to God, their mouths have 
© been fopped, and they have become guilty before 


. If he OBJECTS that God requires him to 
© believe, whereas it is not in his power ; he is. dead 
mn, and yet God binds him to believe, and 
© calls. on him to believe; this ſeems very hard 
and ſtrange. He may be told, 
> +, 1, That though he has lat his power to obey, 
: 2 as not loſt his power to Command. If he 
| loſt his ſtrength, yet God has not loſt his 
Authority: If a Servant make himſelf drunk, 
& and de not able to do his Maſters Buſineſs, that 
v no excuſe. God gave man power at firſt, 
did his prodigality don't deliver him from 


. 


> Gods Authority. 


2. That in this way God is pleaſed many times 
10 work Faith. my * N 0 Sr things 
A order to beliveing, and hereby they are put 
© Upon it to prepare for that; and in that way 
many have faith wrought in them. There 
E have multitudes by the Bleſſing of God on the 
ö ain of the Goſpel been brought to em- 

| Drace Jeſus Chriſt, Mons © = 
SOMETIMES. the man ſays, be is afraid 10 
4 do ,any. thing in Relig ion; for whatever he does 
ei reach to truſt ic it if he Prays, Fat, 


8 Kerd., 


— 


— 
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Nadi, eſpecially when he does thoſe things 


with any 7 : ſo he truſts in his Confeith- 


ciouſneſs. In this Cale he may be told. 
1. That he will not negle@ bis duty by ay 
means. He muſt be ſure to attend his diity 
whatever ill uſe his heart be ready to make of 


* 
N 


it; he muſt not ſcare himſelf from his duty, 


becauſe he is ready to truſt in it: Duty muſt 


be done, Gods Command muſt be attended, 
whatever be the conſequence of it. Men me 


not take upon them to judge when it is beſt to : 't 


attend Gods Command, and when it is datige- 
rous, and fo give themſelves a difpenſation 
from their duty; as men muſt not do evil that 
good may come of it; ſo they may not negle& 
good, left evil come of that: Men muft do 


their duty, and run the adventure of their 


. 


hearts making a bad uſe thereof. | 

2. That there is no neceſſity of mens truſting to 
what they do. If God do but open their eyes, 
to ſee the plague of their own heart, they will 
not truſt to what they do. When men are 
thorowiy convinced of the abominations that 
are in their hearts, and ſee the hypocriſie and 


formality of their duties, it is impoſſible that 
they ſhould truſt in them: their confidence in- 


their duties riſes from the opinion that they 


have of them, and when they come to under- 


ſtand the wretchedneſs of them, their heart 
will not gather confidence, but fear from them 


and theretore it is their duty to ſtudy theig - 


H 4 own 


10 


4 


ee 
bon hearts, and labour to find out the wick- 
r KM 
When the man is told that there is 4 neceſſi- 
1 of ſeeing his own heart, in order to his Humi- 
lation. Sometimes he Objects, that he is blind 
dug can't ſee; how can a blind man ſee his 
own he He may be told, 1 5 
I. That he it indeed ſpiritually blind, and there- 
, Fog he cannot ſee the evil of Sin; that is not to 
Pe ſeen, till men haye received a Spiritual Un- 
© Jerſtanding from God; and accordingly there 
V no neceſlity of ſeeing that in order to his 
Humiliation. 
2. But yet be is capable to have an experimental 
bt ef the badneſs of his own heart. Natural 
+ "Conſcience is able to diſcern that: Men may 
find by experience, that they are under the 
power of pride, of diſcontent, and carnal at- 
tehon 3 and that they are utcerly deſtitute of 
love to God, or any gracious diſpoſition ; theſe 
things are not diſcerned by a ſpiritual eye, but 
by a natural eye: Natural men may obſerve 
and diſcern the workings of their own hearts, 
Rom. J. 8. Sin taking occaſion by the comniand- 
ment, wrought in me all manner of Concupiſcence. 
SOMETIMES the man ſays, he is willing to 
believe in Chriit, but finds himſelf unable; he could 
be glad be could believe, but it is beyond him. Iii 
this Caſe he may be told, 
I. That there is 4 mighty oppoſition in the hear; 
a naue man to believing in Chriſt 5 as it 1 
| E. 4 g Wi 


Men don't love to believe in Chriſt, but have a 


offe 
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with all other Spiritual Duties, ſo it is with this, 


contrariety thereunto, Joh. 5. 40. Mat. 23. 37. 
The oppoſition riſes partly from pride, they had 
rather be ſaved by their own works, that they 
may have ſomewhat to glory in; it is very croſs 
to their haughty ſpirit to go out of themſelves, 
and be beholden to Chrift alone for Salvation, 
to have nothing of their own to glory in; 
Men don't love to ſee themſelves nothing 3 
and partly it riſes from fear: it ſeems to them 
a terrible thing to adventure upon Chriſt, they 
are not certain that God is free to accept of 
them; they are not certain whether Chrift's - it 
Righteouſneſs be ſufficient for them; - they = 
don't ſee the incouragement that is in the Goſs 
pel, & think it an unlikely thing that they thall 
be ſafe in luch a way: hence they have a trem- 
bling in their heart; look upon it too great 
an adventure, they fear it will be loked upon 
to be preſumption, and that inſtead of mend- 
ing their condition, they ſhall make it worſa, 
they ſhould be afraid to ſtay away from Chriſt z 
but they are afraid to come to him, and there- 
fore are not willing. I ..... 
2. If the man were willing, what keeps him from 
Chriſt? The difficulty lies in the will, if the nl 
will be conquered, the man is co 


nquered : Yea, 1 
Faith in Chriit is an att of the will: Faith 8 a' WM 
couling of Chriſt for his Saviour. Chriſt is | 
ed to men, and many incouragements are 
preſepted 


* * v * K . 
£ * 
1 72 
* 


4 5s but frigned. They pretend a willingneſs to 


2 
{ 


WTF Vn Obr3ge. 
- preſented before them; and when once the 
Will is gained to accept the offer, the man 
does believe on Ghriſt: If men were willing, 3 
the difficu)ry would be at an end; they "can't 
he willin till they are able; they are not wil- 
Kng, until the will is Rrengthenel to * comply 
wich Gods Call. | 

3. That ſeeming willingneſe that is in many men 


7 their Conſeiences; they don't it may be N 
much oppoſition, but they are not indeed SR. 
Willing; this are willing to be ſaved, and wil- 15 

ling to be faved by Chriſt, rather than not be 20 
faved at all; and have ſome ſelfiſh defires that. 


aul come to Chriſt, but there is no fn. at a 


dranc 
cerity in them. x 


{SOMETIMES the man five that be could fete 
fabnst te the wil of God; bat can't rell bow ; Ne 
he Has been ſteiving after it a" Font while, but Hand : 
carmet attain it. In this Caſe he may be told, drive 
Nn. Nilnal min di never fncer dy ſtrive af- Kb 
t ſubmiſſi an to God; they do firive to ſubmit N Ne 
aſter a fahion; and pray that they may, be- I at t 
cuuſe they hear chat it Ts neceſſary in order to I en G0 
| Converſion, but they are never ſincere in it; demn 
* they do io a falſe and ae ra wy. Which aft 
1. Biowfo whey are labviting* to make their Go P 
hearts better. They are labouring to mend them- 


3  ſelves'; and upon this account they labour af- 12 . 
ter 1 they may be neceſſicated to ſubmit © 


9 


—— — — —— —— — — — — — — 
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Their own hearts from themſelues; they are afraid 
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0 che wil of God; that. their on goodn 
may be a bond upon God to ſave them, that 
it may not be in the free liberty-of God. to do 
what he pleaſes. with them: And upon this 
account 95 ſtrive to ſubmit to God, chat they. 
make a Righteouſneſs of that. | 
2. Becauſe at the ſame time they are 1 | 


o ſe: how bad they are. It they have any Con- 
victions of their own badneſs, they will ſtifle, 
them if they can: they are labouring to. ex- 
cule themſelves, and love to look upon an 
thing in themſelves that ſeems, like goodael 
they are perſwading of ane that = 
ire better than they are, which are great 
drances to Submiſſion. | 
3. Becauſe they are not thorowly convinced. of 4 PY 
neceſſity of ſubmiſſion to God, It they were con- 
vinced of a neceſſity of it, they would do it; 3, 
and if they be not convinced of it, they can't, 
{trive ſincerely after it: as long as men hope 
that they may make a ſhift withour it, they, will, 
not heartily ſeek after it : As long as they hops, 
that their own righteouſneſs will "a a 2 5 up- 
on God, and that it is not fair for God to con- 
lemn them, they will not heartily, endeavaue, 
after ſubmillion. : * 
When men are called upon to ſabmic to 
God, and reſign up themſelyes to. his Soveneigney, 
they ſay they do ſo; they can't help themlelves,! 
but muſt Julie Hod. In this Caſe chere 4 
Brea 


ZI 
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1 „ to examine, whether their ſubs 
„ miſſion” be of the right kind; for there is 
ew of ſubmiſſion, which is not real Humi- 
Ration: and there are theſe ſigns. of a falſe 
Submiſſion. 

1. When it is the fruit of their own ſtrivings. 
Men hear that they muſt ſubmit themſelves 
© to God, before they obtain mercy ; and ac- 

- cording ly ſtrive for it, and work up a 
kind of As of ſubmiſſion to God: they] 
" brid themſelves to own that they are in Gods 
. banas, and he may do what he will with them, 
this i is neyer riglit. When men are brought to 
F Luut to God indeed, the thing is forced by the 
power of Convittion : they firive againſt it, but 
-* never ſo evidently convinced of the inſufficien- 
of themſelves, and the Juſtice of God, that 
had no other way lett them, but to fall in- 
hands of God; as it was with thoſe Le- 

pos 2 King. 7: 4 
23 hen men 1 4 righteouſneſs of their ſub- 
miſſon. When men have got a falſe ſubmiſſi- 

on, they are wont to be proud of that, and to 

think that God will be taken with them : they 
ook upon it a choice frame of ſpirit, and re- 
joe in it as a thing pleaſing to God; but when 
| men do indeed ſubmit to God, they ſee nothing 
n it to be proud of; they ſee themſelves all o- 

der defiled like Lepers; empty of all good, and 
look upon this bmg as having ncthing at 
Mek goodneſs in it; 3 they ſee they are 185 
RE rh mT | Orce 


forced to it: That they have no other way to 


can as eaſily remove a mountain as do it; that 
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take, but to fall into the hands of Gd. 
3. When, notwithſtanding their ſubmiſſion, th 0] 15 
are Fill triving to make their hearts better. it mm 
you ask them whether they are ſtriving to love Ml 
God, and to do duties for his Glory? They 
ſay ves, they are labouring after it; you may 
be ſure they don't ſubmit to God, but are la- 
bouring to get ſome goodneſs of their own, to 
commend them to God; they are not ſenſible 
of their own impotency. But if a man do in- 
deed ſubmit to God, he ſees himſelf dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins ;, ask him whether he be ſtri- 
ving to make his heart better; he will ay he Wi 
he has been 1 7 after it a great while, burn 
now he finds that he has no power; his heart 
is as dead as a ſtone, there is no diſpoſition to 
any thing that is good in him, it is quite out 
of his reach; if God don't make him better, 
it will never be effected. 3 ry 
4. When men ſay they have been brought to that \ | 
many a time. When {ome men are enquired. of, 
whether they were brought to ſubmit to God's WW 
Sovereignty ? Yes, they ſay many a time. Sin- 
ners in trouble of Conſcience ſay it has been fo a 
oftentimes with them; this ſhews it is not a 1 
right ſubmiſſion. Godly men after their Convet- a 
lion, may ſubmic many times to God, but that 


ſubmiſſion differs much from this; that is a gra- 
cious ſubmiſſion, and they don't ſee at the fame 
time themſelves utterly deititnte of all grace, ai 


but that ſubmiffion that goes before. the cloſing, 1 
with Chriſt, is never wrought any more han 
exce 3 when it's wrought it may continue fonis 
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Attle time, till God reveals Chriſt to a man; but 
this work is never wrought over and over again 
- #4. >. as rom tM 19 | 
. When men are afraid they are not humbled e. 
mough. Some men that do pretend to ſubmiſſion, 


and" they wiſh they may be humbled more; this 
Wakes it evident that they do not indeed ſubmit, 


:, 


1 


Dmithon. When men do indeed ſubmit to 
. are never exerciſed with any ſuch 
Truples, becauſe they don't look upon their ſub- 
miſhon as a thing that commends them to God. 
Men a man ſubmits, he abſolutely reſent up hin- 
3 Jef ds a priſoner to God, is wholly broken off from 
em righteouſneſs and ſufficiency, and leaves 
Himſelf with God, and does not do it under a 
ae that there is any excellency in it, but out 
F neceflity leaves himſelf with God. 
. When men ſubmit to God as looking upon hin: 
nog very angry. Some Sinners ſubmit to God, and 
at the link time they think they have ſome love 
*to God, and ſome care of his Glory; and accord- 
Þ y they look upon their peace half made; tru- 
3 4 is is no difficult matter; it is eaſie for a man 
Aas put his life into the hands of his friend: there 
id great oppoſition to ſubmit to God, when a 
is pretty confident that God will ſave him; 
= Dur it is another thing to ſubmit to God, when a 
Be tan does not fee a ſpark of goodneſs in himſelf, 
- when he looks upon God as bitterly angry with 
Din, and is much afraid that God will 9 
rex him: When men ſubmit under uct 
.Eirguraſtances, it is evident that God has con- 
el them, and that their" Wills are broken. 
Q What 


22 


a 
* 5 * 
p i 
wo 


are afraid that they are not humbled enough, 


is a lign that they make a righteouſneſs of their 


man 
here 
en à 
im; 
en 2 
ſelf, 
with 
erl 

uch 
con- 
ken. 
hat 


15 Queſt; What: i to be ſaid 4 4 ti". 
ſhovld\ ſay that he is willing to be Damned 7 6m 


to he Dumned. All Ungodly men do interpreta- N 
t idely love Damnation. Pro. 8 36. but no man that ũ 
underſt ands himſelf, is willing to be damned; it 
is againſt Nature; Nature teaches every man to 
defire Happineſs. Damnation is a dreadſul ter- 
ror to them that know what it is, Ja. 33. 14 
2. No ſuch thing is required of men. For Gd 
has put a ſpirit of /elf-love into men, &binds them ü 
to love themſelves; and commands men to be 
ſeeking of Sal vat ian, Joh. 6. 27. Luſte 1340244 m 
Sub willingneſs is either only pretended; .f 
real, it muſt. ariſe: either from deſperate rage an 
paſſion, or from ſome violent pang af falſe affetb#- 
on to God. The Spirit of God don't ſtir u 
ſuch workings in the hearts of men. 
SOMETIMES a Sinner does enquire, - How b 
may come to know his own heart? He is toldj 
that it is needful for him to know: it, and ent 
quires what he ſhould do in order to it. ln 
this Caſe he may be directed to theſe three 
Ways. 1 . * 


5 : K ee e 
I. Jo obſerve the ſinful workings: of his own heart. 


Gai to Gbriſt. 


„i No man acting underſtundingly is willing 


The hearts of men are often working in a way of 


ride, diſcontent, worldlineſs, envy, Cc. Ang 
by obſerving theſe, a man may learn abundance” BM 
of the badneſs of his heart, if he do conſider wit 
himſelf how far ſuch a ſpirit would catry him, if ⁵ 
God did not reſtrain it. As when a man ſees the 
Fire" burn the wood on the Hearth," he gathers 
that it would conſume the Houle too, if not re- 


& 10: examine theſe Sent of geedyeſe that 256: 


N 
3 
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Su, of Humility, of Patience, of Thankfulhefs * 


examine the ends and motions of 
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beart males. The heart makes many ſhews' o 


God, to Godly People, of love to Ordinances; 0 
defires to be Converted, of belitving the Word uf 


And the way to know the heart, is, to ſearch 
whether it be not falſe in theſe 8 to 
thoſe frames and 


- workings of heart, whether the root of them be 
not ſelf-love, fear of ey 4 of merit, &. 
3. To try his heart, by 72 poſing ſome ſuitable 
enteo it 5 as he may ſuppoſe to himſelf, That 
uch Godly men as he pretends great love to, 
Mould ſlight and -_ im; that God ſhould 
take away ſuch a Child from him, that God 
Mould Convert ſome others, and leave him under 
guilt and terrors; that his Eſtate ſhould be loſt, 
that there ſhould come Perſecuting Times ; that 
he were in the hands of Enemies that would kill 
him, if he would not carry finfully ; that God 
ſhould now come to take away his life before he 
is Converted. By queſtioning ſeriouſly with him- 
fetf what he thinks he ſhould do in ſuch caſes, he 
may come to have more nnderſtanding in his 
own heart. Changes of Condition make great diſ- 
coveries of the heart: and ſuppoſed changes ſome- 
times do a pretty deal that way; ſach queſtions 
$f ſeriouſly conſidered, may be as touchſtones to 
diſcover what is in the heart; the anſwer of the 
heart to ſuch Enguiriec, may give men a great 
deal of light to ſee themſelves b. 
' © "Queſt. How does God ſhew men the badnteſs of 
them own hearts? | 9... n 
4  Anſw. 1. The Means whereby God effects it, 
v by leading inen into temptation, Men in conti- 
_ AS i . 


goodneſs, ſometimes of ſorrow for ſin, of love Hoff ©? 


£ 


Nuance x time fall: into temptation, and 
Ito have an underſtanding of the platzue that is 


therein. Sometimes by reaſon of ſome tempta» 
udn they are drawn into ſome moral evil, and 


ſtirred up 4 ſo by God's not hearing their — 


eri 16 05 . 4 as 
l 


off from their hearts; and they come 


that diſcovers their hypocriſie and corruption : 
Sometimes temptations prevail upon them to 
make them worldly and proud . Sometimes by 
Afflictions the diſcontent ment of their hearts is 


by converting other perſons ;; ſometimes by 
hearing the Doctrine of r or the 
ftrictneſs of the Lam. Sometimes the Word of 
God, and ſometimes the Works of God are a 
temptation to them, and occaſion them to be 
dead to that which is good, and ma ke their cor- 
ruptions worky violently, Nam: 7. 8. Sin _ 
occaſion by the command ment, wrought” in me 
manner of concupi ſcenſ me. 
2. As to the manner it is done gradually. God 
don't lead mien at once into an underſtanding of 
their hearts; as the Chyrurgeen by degrees comes 
to the bottom of the Sore. God could at once 
make men ſee the bottom of their own hearts, 
as when the Faylor was Converted 35 but in this 
way men would not have ſuch experience of the 
deceitful turnings and windings of their on 
hearts; but he generally ſhews it them by de- 
grees, and they are a long while. before they come 
to an underſtanding of them; they ſee ſomething 
of their hearts, and then grow into a pretty good 
opinion of them again, they have many partial 
diſeoveries of their heart; ſometimes: they go 
forward in diſcerning: their hearts, and then go 
backward again; they Bet ground, & then they 
16 | o 


WhiiDubde 60A. 
En; z they ſeem as ifo the would 
eome to:imanderftandii ng of them and then ther 
18 a ſtd tito it for 2 * While ; 4 great 
| tings is cohſumed before they come to 
— thorowunderſtanding'of thenvſelves : Men 
are ſometimks years under "crouble before they 

2 coat noize ais 
| 3 Hbat miſt ene owh hearts, 

Der be\ Cunvrrted ? N 21 21173! RA 
* Anſw* = erieral,; They 1ſt kaow fo much as its 
Juffelent-rodr ing them off from truſting in their 
e — and theie vm ftrength; Some 
men KN A great deal more of their own hearts 
than other men; they ſee m my particular deceits 
2 — ion that other men don't 
and; | rf rn his heart ſo 'before Con- 
n But he may learſi a great deal more after 
is Converted ; but ſo much maſt be known 
by A man, as is ſufficient th break him of 
— un bimfelf : It is the | fight. of his 
burke does take him off from truſting 
int himſelf : let Him hear never ſo much about the 
inſufficiencycof his own: tighkteouſneſs, he will 
truſt in hiemſelf; till herſees iS οο hearts: but 
when het ſces that-rhorowly; it is impoffible that 
be ſhould truſt in himſelf; for he aer, os 

e, there to truſt un to 

Particularly; 1. He miſt ſee himſelf ande alk 
reigwing pomer of Sin. If men. imagine that they 
2 no great diſpoſition to ſin, or that their 
corruptions are in any degree mortify d, they 
will commend themſelves to God upon that ac. 
count; and wont ſee it juſt and fair for God to 
condetun them. There is no abſolute neceſſity 
9 n the , conſideration - 

eve 


2 
* a 


e el A rh. 1 
every corruption chit is in their Mei bas 
they muſt ſee that they are uhdet thendbmrinion 
of fin, that a ſpirit of felf-love reigns in them, 
ee ir err is contrary to chat which <1 
good; t find ſuch! workings of pride, diſgon- 
ted 1 — and enmity to Chriſt, as ſhews to t 
FO they have 'abbminable hearts; thavutheir: — 
arts, | 4 like the hear ts of Devils, a8 fall of fin s Aa 
"7 ad is of poy ſon; Rom. 7. 9 100 OD 1182 H Ja 
ar © by Te be empty off all goodneſs. » He has no incli- 
their nation; to any 2 that is good, thit there is n 
Tome I diſpoſition to dre eh ie god, but x total 
earts tines. It may de he does hot think particula 
Cents of every grace that he is deſtirute of chat, but ces 
ont That Reis ütterly goid ef ſpititaal“ les, that he 
Con-F has no power ts de ang good 5 che m dend in fn, 
9 85 and miſerulle; and poor; "an hin, u 
Before thitt he wüs — FA Wend 
bor rg but now le fits Himſelf dead: he thought | 
beföre that he Rad LEE ſtrengtk, now he Tees he 
Has none: there 18 . rk of goodneſs ia 
him, nor any power; to get any; he is ſtript our 
of ait his res ions, and ſees an utter emptineſs 
in hitäſelf of all chat is good; he has mo love no 
3 ly ſor row, n nk fatneld, no Humility, no 
iritial deſires; theſe aßpeatances that he hall 
thing all vaniſhed. out ok light; he can't do any 
there is no Ted of why * goodneſs in him i 
ts be advantaged with all Dunger of helps, 
15 is qufte beyond his Bien to work up any 
fram in his he ays, büt there 18 5 
Foodneſs in his vers | , Ind 1 is ee 
örking up an hel is not in @ ſWound Jr he 
and ys ill dor feteh him to liſe but he 
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eyerlaftingly dend in fin, arteſs* God will 
Now iple of. E into him. 1 ME- 
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8% 1 Sui 1 Craft. 
SOMETIMES the man - ſays that he ſees he can 
'of Kiſeif.- In e ann be 


= beſt bz in the world. can g nothing of 
„ Joh. 15. 4. Thoſe that dos 2 
bans and have a gracious principle, do yet 
that they can do nothing of ' themſelves : 
z\Naturil-man may ſtand convinced of this, 
that he can do nothing of himſelf, though he be 
very proud, and imagines that he does God a 
22 Seal 1 5 gras when he ſays, — can 
not imſelf, he only means, that he can 
wa nothing; without. aſſiſtance fram God. This 2 
man may ſee, and yet be a great ſtranger to his 
own heart. The thing that he wants to. ſee is, 


that he has no principle of doing any good, that 
There is no po . not inclina tion in him, but that 


he is totally verlaſtiagly dead in ſin, unleſs 
God infuſe; a new. [oy hg into him. 
- SOMETIMES :; men reat diſcoveries. of 
” their-own hearts for 4 pretty while together, and yet 
dont come to ſye at Gods foot, they ſay themſelves 
_ ay can't dg it, In this Caſe they may be told, 

1+ "That: they cannot deliver themſelves; that it ts 
"nab impoſſible for them to mend their amn hearts. 
For men may ſee themſelves bad and inſufficient, 
yer = be brought to deſpair, as to their own pom- 
* be nouriſhing a ſecret hope, that in time with 

e advantages t ir —.— will be brought to a 
better paſs; therefore it is beſt to poſſeſs them 
with. by 4 A of their utter inſufficiency to 10 0 
themſelves; they — as well 
Ex; 3 72 good; r can't 9. 
in ves, N 

5 Ie? Thas rhey ban aaa cha * e 1 
— M4 


1 ans 
. . 
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a world, 


1 endet 4s: Ge. N 
2 ade tv chem; . 4 force God to 
egeneration in ww they have no natural ex 


% 
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* 
* 
Th 
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3 to ingage they can't Work upon the 
4 God, nor ingage the Juſtice of to 11 
em; God is not bound to them to — $4 


them, there is nothing to hinder him if he plea- 
= — — Ar to oblige him, they can't 
; God is free to way 6 them or deny 
Na as * pleaſes him 
3. That it 2 dangerous to fland it ot * againſt 2 
God. * If they do not yield, they are in danger 
either to be left of God to a ſenſeleſs ſpirit, or 
to get. a falſe confidence, or. to * ſnatcht away 
out of the world; men ſtand in N 1 \ 
that continue to be ſtubborn againſt great Co 
viction: it is not like to be long before the * 
turn; if they do not- quickly ſubmit, there 1 
dan r of their rejection. 11 
METIMES the man ſays, that nom he can 
juſtify God, however he deals with him, * yet 
it is evident that he is not brought off from his 
* rigbteouſueſi. In this Caſe he 15 be told, [1 
That he muſt beware. that he don't 2 . 
WE Ed wt of this. Pride will feed u 
appearance. of good qualifications, ay if K | 
lots upon it that now his heart is better thy 71 
it was, and that God is taken with him, he 
will greatly deceive himſelf; his juſtifying of 
God, is no juſtification' of himſelf: his ju ify⸗ 
ing of God, will not make God to jaſtifie him; 
b. he juſtifſes God, yet. ou: condemns. 


BY "That ome men da. juſftifie G rom 4 * 
te co ion of the righteouſneſs of their. 


aemnarion. Conſcience * noticp ol = | 


Ly 
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23 GAP. 
talneG, and tells them that they may; rightec 
only be damded v as 'Pharaphywhoi jultified God, 
Exod. 9. 21 And they give. one kiad af con- 
{ent toit, but many times ite don't continue 
e have nb a pang upon them, that. uſually 
Jes away after 2 little time : this juſtifying of 
Pagers _ from that which: does — 
> 80 before Converfon, which is a f and 
ow Aus 2 „ a thorow-andaes. 
ſtanding of their o.]n hearts. 
120 ETI KY man ſeems-t0. be; upon % Pens 
delta ir. me men Ine, nearer to ita. great 
hag others, %e 5 wn anguiſh, of ſpirit,” Ty 15 
Amon he that there & 10 _Merey for bin. 
N Va, 55 Oh 6 
1. That berg pe in ature. e can't he 
ame he as O vo Ag: — nor ee 22 
him; the: eis no way that he can take that 
is . for his deliveranet: that Min ſters are not 
able to delixet him, and that if others N or bim, 
3 Wi not jegure his Givation : Al Creatures 
Jah 85 theo L 5 ut any ſa vation for 
at by Wi him, there is none chat can 


five. him, 
That bas ni boy — # 1. Abr beyond the er 
; Fer eek Vt, and : is it beyond the Grace 
God to help tc 24 reaſon thar — are not — 
ned, is not the grratneſß of their fins, bur auſe 
hey da not cone co Auſus Cu it. Thar; though 
angry, yet he in Bon oY be, diſcouraged, God 1 
e int Ro 11 * £48, 


ear deat bor "oy ſi * $ Woo 

' cal tor big, Ine 1 1 8 

#5 of his danger : That oy, 40 overies” him ot f 

5 many times fore. . of . e 
Arid b) a great deal more tio nd Foe 
wo Tg himſelfiyiths las ch neo hui 


ITE es Ac . beforerhs 
+I) a: 9 comes 


* — — 
1 . 1 "NP. f 
comes to nuſ᷑ in 5 there is anaugh 81 
he is able to ſave ta the uttenmaſt, Heb.\guits, Ghriſt 
e the chief of Sinners, 1 Tim 3 HH 6 
. hat chere is n way: left him wow ; lit. to g . Al 
Mm 2 the Haids of God; If God deſtroy him he m, WY 
lies at the mrer mercy of God ; If Godowit deliver! 
of him he may, if he d6es. not he does e 
di can't run om God, he can't ſorbe God j if he 
nd; {| itout againſt God; he takes a way to. ruin himſelf B 
er the ſuſeſt courſe he can take, is to fall into the hands 
25 of Cod ; it may be God may help king: however he 
0 can bur periſh. -;: v1.4 wh 00) 
- SOMETINES a: little before the york of God is 
bleated in him. he complains that he feems — 
before be mas under Conriit ions, careleſs & ſenſe leſs j his 
terrours bave left him, and he is not Affe wick * 
condition. In this Caſe he may be toll, | In 
1. That now! he may feerwhat an heart he dias, and r all 
inſuſſcient he u to-del ter hinſelf. His heart is empty f 1 
ii 


all that is good, and there is d poſſibility of his at. 
„ his oon n: has no prin- 
ple of Grace; and never the frames that 
2777 he had, were nothi elle but t workings of 5 
ſelf- love and natural cience; ani unleſs Gods 
does deliver him, he will never attain unte liſe. 
2. That hi way unzſt be 10 wait pon God til. Tisis 
no:fign God bas gien him ar, his terrott may quickly 
return again, and he muv find merey for all this 
When fie had his good frames and affegt ions, they 
2 not ſave him, nor wan his peace with fe 
and if God do ſhew him his 8. Ray | 
Ss en diſcover! to him the Excellency 
che nian:/cems'\as At be As Mos 


fond ſelf , andbrought ta he at the fois of 
Der his are taken away, he os his own "Ky 
is Y and his will bows, he ſeems ro. regs eke 


gan NE Godin this Caſe, 
n 421; Ha de to amine mheaher there le 10 deceit in 
he 


Sometims i 645 /ap(adn that: r ds 


of Land 
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to it is more dowbt | Whew they 
ee humbled, \ ſuch thing: al theſe do concurr. 


WAA ighteouſnaſs\ to be utterly empty 
Cots that it has no * draw the heart heart N 


Cod; he ſees n ar all to commend him, but od \ 
22 thereby. (2 


He i at an 
end of h contrivances to ch age hu N Formerly 


When chings appeared dark unto him, he was wont to 
think that if — did chus or ſo, that would bring him 
into a more hopeful way; — now ou is beyond all 
his contrivances, he (can't do any 1055 He 
fees bis heart ſpiritua ly dead. He is roy er. itute of 
* good thing; yea, he las no inclina- 
rion to an (4) He ſees be is: in Gods Hand. 
Iris free > r Gol to do he wilt with him, oo -4 
1 * nſelf 10 eis mores now than be 
| both becauſg his will is er, and he 
Hy tistyed. chat Cod can, and may help him. 
"TW ord ies fit to tell a man that God will fhew 
mercy to him though ckis be the manner of God, 
when; men ate prepared for Grace, to beſtow Grace 


them, there is: 75 in the Scripture 
12 2 wit Lene + 19 05 


ſons ;-the promiſes are | 
to ri Walch ß the Condition of Salvation: 3 
ad rhough there be many. promiſes made to Hum: !ity, 
vet chere are ont made to Mumiliation. And he is 
to 5 told, That dhe is in Gods hands, God is Wer 
to do as yo will 3 and: that he muſt wait u 
n his whey es pee ow Jens. mne 


it the iGoſpel 11110 Jim ac " 


ou to ſet the 
e ng-of Chriſt * the: 


e 
t $'Chriſt has 0 

aud 8 bellen ence jour That God 
has pardoned many thoro Chriſt, that he offers Sal- 
vation to him W Ohriſt⸗ʒ an that God 
has promiſed Eterngl. Life to all. that do Accent of 
rie? That thoſe chat have: nothing to bring with 


: "ies ec to him, ; qhay God. * 
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24 Guide to Chrif. 87 
and delights to gloriſie his Grace in Sa- 
ving the Chief of 2 That becauſe we had ne 
worthineſs,” God has provided « worthineſs for us in 
Chriſt: That Chriſt is che Antber ef Eternal Salvation 
10 ull that come to him That Gods love is free, and 
there is no danger in venturing upon Chriſt 3 whoever: 
belieteth on him fball not be confounded. 5 * 

"Queſt; Ir there at that time any true melrings of beart 
pans of Sin? Is the Soul truly. Fiered fer its Sins * 
God, as ſomes men have thong be? ) 
Anſw. That though there is tuck 'a Convi tion of 2 
* 08 makes men to juſti ie God, yet there it no god 
_ Men are not at hs ime affected w 
— gn 16 | @ inconfifent with the work ;of 
anſe ſuch ſorrow is in ent wis t 
e, When the Sinner is humbled, he ſees 
himſelf emptied of himſelf, and fees his on heart 
dead in ſin; this could not be, if he had A 
ſorrow for ſin 7 if there were true ſorro 
muſt-be love to God, a ſpirirual underſtanding, anew 
— a divine principle inro-the man ; tor nature 
t produce any ſuch effect. ts 

2. Becauſe Faith ib the ſiuſt at of G 1f the mary * 

had a gracious principle, he would immediately En- 
tertain Chriſt and the Goſpel; after a man has recei. 

ved a p qr ng of Regeneration, the firſt way that it a 
works in is by drawing the heart to Chrift ; when mens FI 

hearts are changed, and: a new Nature put into them, 

ic does not firſt work in a way of ſorrow for ſin, or 

thicſting after Gods Glory, or delighting in Holineſsz ; 
8 che firſt act af Grace is «to | cloſe! with: 
ri 
he may be juſtified, Nom. 53. 1. If he did 
gracious act before this, it could not be accepted; for 
the perſon is not accepted before Faith : Al Senait. 
cation is the fruit of Faith, Aﬀs 26. 18. e d 0 
Sou after the Souls: h to 1 at Gods 735 = 
wont to give an-account- of hir Fr | 

God bas revenledCmiſt to bim, & 1 22 

de dovegecrpe of Clrift, In this Cale ig is beſh 


_— 


finite 


leads him into — oC; this, that. 
other 


3 


"WW 9% 4 rte. 
——— — is faith e nebt . Aud in this) 
worle there is no we ——— de. laid on it, whether it 
was in Hearing; 7 Praying ar Meditating, that 
, Got wer org or to him; "God daes/not c ne Dime) 
co any of thoſe ways: neither i is there any weight 
done laid onit, Wherher it was; by any particulas 
word or without it; if it be according to the Vord it is 
ſuſit ĩent not muſt we lay weight upon it, whether 
it were W a Word of premiſe,. or. ſome 2 paſſ⸗ | 
the Goſpel ; nor whether he had one. word came 14 
* times many Promiſes flow _ one 
r Some iſes fl af. 
ter another, in abundance; but ſpecial Enquiry. is * 
bel made, C1. What. condition he was in 


any imaginary goodneſs in himſelf; if his humiliation 
— 2 there is ub doubt of bis faith e | 2. ] Whether. 
ligt that waz given him, he ſaw Chriſt and 
— offered to him, or whether he ſaw that God 
loved 9 pardoned him; for the offer of Grace, 
ani our e ere before patdon, 13 We. 
much mote before —— e of it: Whe⸗- 
ther he ſaw a glorious Hua. 1. 2 A REN 4. for 
' thergreateſt ſinners, by as to make him admire the ax. 
222 Chrift 31 L411 Whether the Offer came with 
we Aut hority, whether. he ſaw God of. 4 

| 8 of — he could not but accept thereof. - 

N cunrrdf pans Euquery the Caſe = me «doubtful, as it ma 
— ditt becauſe ſome things. were nat 3 to NV 8 
b be has fargatien ſome material thin 

2 a i It be. well to cell him, N 618 5 
righty he Will fre mos af it; when God begins ro 
make al diſe wof Chriſt, he wille not leave : men 


is t rabthew them more. Tbe.' path of the juſt 


7794 bt ;-&c > Prov. 4. eX 0 $5k 211015807 
„ Uſe. lain; it abe 10 encourage- bim thil 
de 15 no need 10 1 poſitive. But he may be tald, 
A thas.\ God hat drann his heart to Chinſt, 
we a'gracious change in hit Shu , that if 


el 11 * SIF. 3 $473 Nl * : SY Jave&; 


' uſt 
Whether he was wholly emptied of bimwlt,. a or —j 


beliee on Chriſt, he Thall certainly be | 


Rs 115 eit: e 
Saved 7 his da't m ene dreach 
. a 12505 


God kin us Salxstion. 
5%, I warn n, 40 de on 48 en Grace of das 
1 he. muſt⸗ RR many dark hours and times 
tidn but his way muſk be, 0 grow in the: 
= Rear Chrift ; he muſt not think, that now, be: 


ſhalſſallays liyea life of joy and comfort. Satan 
win be uſy with him, and he will have or work 
ings both of carnal confidence and unbelief; & he muſt; 
ger more and mare . of his on righteouſ- 
neſs; and the fulneſs of Chriſt; if he live many years;/ 
he muſt never expect any thing #2 LK in but Crit 
Feſus:: And be is; likewiſe to be „That he live 
10 e the merey of God to bim ; chat he don't fall into a. 
eee and pining condition, but 2 
Fr Ave of Godliueſe, that ſo he may. not 'expaſe 
12 to tempta ion and darknęſs, and that he may 
not diſh our the Holy Name of God; ſuewing forth the vere» 
tue f him that ms _ 0, does ny his mo 
ven liebt. (193741 


\ There be. Two. ae CASES. char = ud 
or a Partisalar nennen ˖ * 2118 a 


The brſt cg is; hen the Mins er Joh 
4 man upon his Yigkebed.” Fay firſt fir to be fr by 


> is to get an under ſtaud ng in what candiſ ian the perſon * 
5. ig Hor chough à man that does not know his Caſe 
oft may, ſpeak ſeVeral things that may be ſafe amd pre- 
50 fitable, whatever his Condition is; 3 yer the mores 
0) knowledge: there is of che itace:. of che man, xls. 
a Nerd W zus ig undes 2 het | © er 219% 
ft | 41,17 here 
1 ad n is in 4 Maron CD. 
4, N E maſt proper to inſjſt 3 —— dheſe eg 
things : JIYOCYEL an! 79 
. 1 het he! has a nt abſolute. * 
= Peace with C: cht at he ſhouid ye ma Nitgraþ 
1 CGenditionghe: will br for 9 4s yory 


gif 


del, care muſt 


uy 1 7 
E'Y 

o 
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be remembred of his ſinfal liſe, and the 
dreadfulneſs ps Aon mn that hangs over his 
head ; which may be ſer before him in an affe&i 
manner that if it be poſſible he may be rercified 
und made ſenſible of rhoſe Eternal Miſeries | 
That he may not reſt in any thing ort 
Chi Men in ſuck a Caſe — Us man ' drown. 
ing ready to catch hold of any thing that comes 
near; they are ready to have a dependance upon their 
Privitedges, upon their Parentage, upon their ſorrow 
br their miſpent life, and upon their purpoſes to 
live better if God do raiſe them up again; he muſt 
be led into an underſtanding of the ſfricneſi of the Law 
Cod and the vanity of all carnal confidences. ad agg 
bat there ig d glorious way of Life prepared by 
Grit - Chriſt Jeſus has fulfilled the Law, & wroughr- 
out Eterna] Salvation for us, that che Gift of is 
Eternal L ; and chat the mercy of is free, and 
God does not refuſe any that do hearken to the Call 
of the Goſpel, that God will as readily receive him if 
he comes td Chriſt, as if he were likely to live many 
years, and do ſervice to God in the World. 
And if his 33 temptations may be diſcerꝑ- 
taken to remove them; if he be un- 
der any ſpecial diſcouragement or any flattering deluſion," 


che ſnare-if it be poſſible muſt be broken; he muſt 


be ſhewed the vanity ef that temptation. © Such light 
muſt be held our, f God will bleſs it he may be 
delivered. ue 7; 0d _£©&' 163 e143 15 Nes 


* 9 


Ken 
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If at that time; or any other aſterwards he does 


pretend to believe zn Chriſt, it is very meet that he be 
cautioned that he does not deceive himſelf ; for fick-bed 
Repensmeces tre ſeldom true. Many perſons that made 

great. pretenſions when ſick, have proved very badly 
their recovery. deem, 
47. If it be doubttul whether the man be in a Na- 

tural Cindition, or Converted, as there may be ſome 
40 hope becauſe of his profeſſion, b. ** 


5 


Saile to Ci. ot 


his eſtimation among men ;.. becauſe of an orde hy 


\ of carriage, and yet occaſion te fear, bs cauſe there is;;ho 
J great evidence of Grace, either in his -Converſution 
* before, or diſcourſe at preſent: Sometimes there is 
bu. more grounds for hope, ſometimes for fear. Theſe 
I - three things may ſaſely be ſpeken to him 3 
1 N 1. The N ine of the Law and Goſpel may * be ſet be. 
ifus fore him. They may: be ſomewhar.- explained. and 
"n- | cleared up: It is fir men ſhould} be remembred of che 
— Rule they are to be judged | by. Many times when 
| the. Rule is clearly. laid down, Conſcience makes ap- 
wh 1 and witneſſes to men how. it is wich then, 
"4 eb. 4. 12. The Word of God is quick and powerful, Par- 
at | er than any end ee. nt it ou 
a | - 2. Promiſes may be applied derer, He 923 be 
1 told, That if he have been thorowly broken cf * 
by himſelf, and brought to rely upon Chriſt, God chas 
Jar kee een of him. 3) that if his hearr have been . drawn 
* by 1 Encouragements to rely. on Chriſt, be is 
nd ..out of anger that if Gods Glory be upon his heart 
— indeed, he is an heir of Glory; he may be told, that 
2 only his own Conſcience can tell what the workings 
7. of his heart have been: That if he be not n 
8 but has indeed made C hriſt Bi: refuge, al h:s ſms are pardoned, 
4 3. He may be warned that he do not dcreire Bale 
Wo It may be meet to remember him, that the hears ig 


deceitful; that many falſe hearts do go hoping out of 
che World, that there be ſeveral things chat do 
"=  Jemble Faith, and every Grace may be counterfeired s 
That he had need to beg of God to diſcover things 
; "plainly ro him: Thar it would be a dreadful ching 
- to be miſtaken ; and ſo he may be charged that, he 
7 | 90 nor-cruſt in any thing in himſelf, but berake, Bin- 
« ſelf. alone to Chriſt. MI. 7 


| _ 71. Ifir be cooſiderably plain, that he is Collverted 

* Grac ious; either from his known eminenc in 

i, Religion, of trom an account that he gives of 7 

8 munion with-God, or diſcoveries: of Chriſt, and gra- 
neee "To 


he N #+ þ LY 


mrad, 
vnn u ich thoſe yitat an previeur promife 
that God' has made, to remember him 

i Gbdy Grace; aud 


the preciduſeſs df the Blobd 5 


welk pillars of Sur Fach, and the fouhdarions2of: 'ofir 
comfort, how God ih all Ages of the World has pro- 


: 


"and iniquiticy 2% baſt behind Godt back; this mult be 
under ſtood or fpoken upon a ſappoſidda, that rheir 
t ork 15 #'thorgw'wotk. ft hne BA ing 
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In Caſe he deſires the Aſiniſter to tell whir 
be Judge! 
1 tell him, that as far as he can diſcern, his 
"Heate is uptight, and that the root of the 
Mech is found id him; ke "Hiſt tell hirn 
har he Has no infalſbe Kno ledge, God 
ee does know the hearts of men; there 
nd depending on his judgment; but ſo far 
e 8.8 8 | NW weed 
85 he can perceiye, his Soul” has been te- 
newed by the Spirit of r ad =P , 74 
If the man has any particular - temptations , 
It is very ſuitable to remove them; he may 
under temptation, becauſe HE has grent 
Aeadnets, a great deal of pride and hypocri- 
nie; becauſe he has not had ſo much dſco- 
Very of the favour of God, as he perceives 
others have had; becauſe many others have 
Been miſtaken; becauſe God has afflicted him 
very much; becauſe he is withdrawn now. in 
| the time of his Sickneſs: Such particular 
temptations ate to be anſwered.” It may be 
—_— | ſhewed 


of the freer ll 
hric z he may de minded ef theſe things that whe 


d this way df Salvation in tfüs-way the Saints of * 
dave "lived and dyed : How the! Frithfulneſr ff 
God fands engaged for their Salvation, that their fins 


abozt bis ſincerity ; it may be ſuitable 


BIDS 4 2 

 *ſhewed I 
various wicht his people; tha 6 | 
not mconſiftent with Grace; that the beſt way 


do not know their condition, he can't appl 


2222 
= 9 


od are 
le; that fuch things ae 


to him, „that the dea ngo df Hod 


is to live upon the free merry of God in Chri8 0: 


- | > Ther OTHER (CASE, is, when ſuch perſons as 
'- rhave made an high profiſſion vf Religien for a long 


"while; are in darkneſs about their Condition. 


In this Caſe, the firſt care of the Minifter 


muſt be, to get ſati faction concerning the ase of 
the perſon, whether he be Regenerate or hot. 
Not but that many things may be ſpoken that 
may be profitable to them, whether they be 
:Mncerely Godly or no: But if the Miniſter 


proper remedies; and he may ous that wh 
nay be very dangerous, if be ſuppoſes the 
man to be Unconverted, hen he is Conveſt- 
ed ; he may torment him, and diſcourage him 
needleſly; it he ſuppoſes the man Converted 
when he is not, he may do him much damage 
by comforting him up in a falſe way; thers- 
fore it is very need ful that he do get what fh- Þ 

tisfaction he can about their condition, that ſo 
he may be helpful to them in their diſtrefſes. 1 
In order to his paſſing a right judgment up- 
on their condition, he muſt be careful that he de 

not lay too much weight upon it, that they hase 
been in Church-fellowſhip many years, that their 
Curriage has been orderly,” that they are wel e- 
counted of where they live, for theſe are vefy 
fallille ſigns, ſuch things are common to = 
SOL] 


Ld * — "Guide 1% Or. 


et though theſe. things may de 
Let chi but a. \Minifter had need 
better grounds to go upon hen he com- 

forts up perſons with hopes of Ryconciliation. -| 


Neither muſt he lay too much weight on 1 


1 d ſuns, that are not demonſtrati vt ʒ if the man 
do. not know the time of his Convert ſion, or firſt 
+clofing with Chriſt, if he have any notable 
\ blemiſh; it he be not well accounted of, the 
Miniſter may nat draw any petemptory con- 
gluſion from thence that he is not Godly; yea, 
A he do judge himſelf conſidently to be Uncon- 
_ 1Yented, it is beſt to enquire {ſomewhat further 
L vInde. It is beſt Galcovered: by three ſorts 4 


theytheve paſſed Ae the! ſeverat 
— E * of the work of Converſion. Some can give 
ful an account thereof, as will abundantly 
fat islie the Miniſter, chat che work is right; 
ſome are ſo ſtrangely to ſeek, that he may be 
much confirmed, that they have no grace; in 
ſpme others after they have given what ac- 


5 aun they can, the work is more dubious. 


2. Whether they have lived a life of Santbifica- 
2 There is great diverſity in the meaſures 
ot San&ification that men have attained unto ; 

very Holy men live an holy life, and by En- 
| +quiring what knowledge they have of God:? 
|  . Whether they prize the Glory of God? Whe- 
ther they — all Sin? Whether they do 


draw their encouragement from Chriſt a” 


1 ns 


FAS MBE K 


5 


e eee Ks 
ther they Jove' Holifieſs? for "Hotneſs Ake r. 
'Whar*Oonfi& they have with Phide, Un- 
_ ehe Spirit and Self love 2 
y come to comptent ſatisfacti- 

— whether whey be ima Rare of Grace or 
not j in diſcburſing ſuch things with: them 
aimin may many times feel rhef workings 
of a ſpirit of Holineſs. AJ well mg 
3. Whether they have had ſenſible Communi- 
on mit h Go 65 23s wont at ue dr 


nigh to the Souls of his People, ſometimes in 


Meditation, ſometimes in Prayer, and in other 
Ordinuncis; and to make di coveries of him 


ſelf, and of ſeſus Chyiſt? to their Souls and to 


draw their hearts to him; andoif thete has 
been anything .icorfiderable that way; the 
Miniſter may po pore ſatisfied of tiikir You! 
Eftate. 101233GmsT i mont mit 157 
In Caſe the Minifter be ſatisfied that the | 
man is not Converted, he muſt uſe his prudence 
to judge whetherit will be for the mans profit, 
that he do in plain Terms tell him ſo; ſome- 
times. ĩt· may be a prejudice. ad-. Means to. 
exaſperate him. ee there is no ſuch 
danger, but he may freely tell him what he 
judges, and the redlons of hi jugment. 
But in caſe he do not ſee it his way to 
tell the. man his, thoughts concerning. him. 
yet he ought in conſcience in the wiſeſt 
way he Can, pur him into the under t anding 


of his own conditien: He may not ſuffer the 
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